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PREFACE 


In the summer of 1987, a small group of people from the 
Florin JACL met at Mary and Al Tsukamoto's home to plan a 
new project for the organization. Because of the unique 
history of Florin, we felt that there were special stories 
that needed to be preserved. The town of Florin, California 
was once a thriving farming community with a large Japanese 
American population. The World War II internment of persons 
of Japanese ancestry living on the west coast devastated the 
town and it never recovered. Today there is no town of 
Florin; it has been merged into the larger county of 
Sacramento. Japanese Americans who reside throughout the 
United States, however, have their origins from Florin or 
have relatives and friends who have ties to this community. 
The town may no longer exist, but the community continues to 
survive in people's hearts and memories. 


Many hours have been devoted to interviewing former 
Florin residents. The focus of the interviews was on the 
forced internment and life in relocation camps, but our 
questions touched on other issues. We asked about their 
immigration to the United States from Japan, pre-war 
experiences, resettlement after the war and personal 
philosophies. We also wanted to record the stories of the 
people left behind; they were friends and neighbors who 
watched in anguish as the trains transported the community 
away. 


We have conducted these interviews with feelings of 
urgency. If we are to come away with lessons from this 
historic tragedy, we must listen to and become acquainted 
with the people who were there. Many of these historians 
are in their seventies, eighties and nineties. We are 
grateful that they were willing to share their experiences 
and to answer our questions with openness and 
thoughtfulness. 


We Owe special thanks to James F. Carlson, former 
Assistant Dean of American River College and to Jacqueline 
S. Reinier, Director of the Oral History Program at 
California State University, Sacramento. Without their 
enthusiasm, encouragement and expertise, we never could have 
produced this collection of oral histories. We also want to 
acknowledge the project volunteers, the Florin JACL which 
contributed financial support, and Sumitomo Bank for their 
corporate donation. ; 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


First, I would like to express that I have had a very 
fruitfel,; eniovabie., and happy lite.» I have ded ‘a 
successful marriage with a supportive wife and four 
successful children. 


My real name is Masaaki Yamamoto. I shortened my name 
to Masa for convenience because people have difficulty 
pronouncing the double "A"s, but my birth certificate and 


passport still retain my full name. In Japanese, Masaaki 
means New Year. I was born on January lst, 1919 in Seattle, 
Washington. My parents' names are Kenzo and Toyoko 


Yamamoto. When I was about one and a half years old, my 
parents returned to Japan, taking me with them. The address 
of our family home is 238 Funioka, Kurayoshi-shi, 


Tottori-ken, Japan. They were and are small landowners in a 
farm community. I have two younger sisters, and am the only 
son. In Japan, the son takes over the family but since I 


live in the USA [United States of America], my younger 
sister is the head of the Yamamoto family. 


I spent my childhood and youth in Japan. After 
graduation from high school, I returned to the USA to pursue 
an education. I moved to Tacoma, Washington, where I worked 
as a house boy for an American family while studying 
English. In the spring of 1941, I was drafted into the 
United States Army, stationed at Fort Lewis in Tacoma. 

After the declaration of World War II in December 1941, we 
were transferred to Fort Hayes in Columbus, Ohio, where it 
was my duty to examine the new inductees at the 

Reception Center. At that time, I was a sergeant in the 
Medical Corps, having one of the highest ranks among 
Japanese American soldiers. 


After being discharged from the army, I enrolled in 
Ohio State University in Columbus as a premedical major. 
Upon graduation, I was accepted by the University of Chicago 
Medical School, and earned the degree of Doctor of Medicine. 
Following an internship at Harper Hospital in Detroit, 
Michigan, I enrolled in the University of Iowa Medical 


sae oe 


School, Iowa City, where I completed an Internal 

Medicine residency. I moved to Sacramento in 1956 to start 
in private: practice, which IT continue in today. At present, 
I am a member of the Sacramento Sierra Medical Group. 


I married Fusako Miyasaki during my senior vear of 
medical school in Chicago. We have four children; two 
daughters and two sons. Kay, Ken, and Lynn were born in 
Iowa City. Akira, the youngest, was born in Sacramento. 

Kav married a few years ago, lives with her husband, 

Antar Abderrahmon, in Burbank, and is in theatrical arts. 
Ken lives in Santa Barbara and practices holistic medicine. 
Lynn, who lives in Sacramento, practices dentistry in 
Roseville. Akira is completing his Doctor of Philosophy 
degree in Sociology at my alma mater, University of Chicago. 


Over the course of my professional career, I have been 
very active on various committees at both Mercy General, 
Sutter Memorial, and Sutter General Hospitals of Sacramento. 
I am a past chairman of the Department of Medicine at Mercy 
General, and I am chairman of the Pharmacy and Therapeutics 
Committee at present. I was also chairman of Pharmacy and 
Therapeutics for Sutter Hospitals for ten years. Many of my 
volunteer hours have been spent at the American Cancer 
Society as a member of the Board of Directors for the past 
thirty years. They named me an Honorary Life Member of the 
Society. Additionally, I teach at the University of 
California, Davis, School of Medicine, where I hold a 
position as Professor of Medicine on the volunteer faculty. 


For hobbies, I enjoy fishing and gardening. I also 
teach the martial art, Kendo, to stay active. Kendo is 
Japanese fencing. I helped found the Sacramento Kendo Club 
twenty-seven years ago. 


I have had a very satisfying and enjoyable life. I 
continue to try to be a good husband and father, and feel 
very fortunate to have a wonderful wife and nice children. 
I am grateful to be an American citizen. 


Arigato-gozai-masu. 


November 1992 
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Session 1, October 12, 1991 


[Begin Tape l, 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


Side A] 


Interview with Masa Yamamoto whose given 

name is Masaaki, a Kibei gentleman, age 
seventy-two, who lives in Sacramento, 
California. [Masa Yamamoto is an MD (Doctor of 
Medicine) ]. 

Before we start the interview, I would like to 
make two statements. 

[First] As Eileen mentioned it, my full name is 
Masaaki Yamamoto. However, I after came to 
United States, all my name has been changed to 
Masa [M-a-s-a] so everything is under this name, 
even though my birth certificate is Masaaki. 
Secondary, Eileen has been my close friend for 
many years. We know each other for a long time. 
I just want to let you know how Eileen stands 
With me. Thank you. 


Yes, that's very nice, thank you. We had a long 


history of working together at Sutter Hospital. 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


IT am a pharmacist and I used to be the Associate 
Director of Pharmacy at Sutter Memorial. I was 
a part of the Pharmacy and Therapeutics [P & T] 
Committee for which we established guidelines 
for medications and product selection. 

Dr. Yamamoto at that time was chairman of the 

P & T Committee. How long were you chairman of 
that committee? 

Over ten years. 

About ten years? 

I was the longest chairman in the history of 
Sutter Memorial Hospital. Usually a chair lasts 
about three, four years. And, finally after ten 
years, I received a nice plaque. I believe I am 
the only one to receive such a plaque as 
chairman. 

I think=so.; Thank you; that is: very good. We 
were very fortunate to have you as our chairman. 
We made some very good policies during that 
time. 


Now I am the chairman of Pharmacy and 


Therapeutics Committee with the Mercy Hospital. 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


After I retired, I was drafted in the Mercy 
Hospital right now. 

Are you having as much fun? 

Yes. [Laughter] 

Good for you... OK. ‘What 1 would Ike to do: is; 
start by discussing your early years. OK? And, 
we'd like you to give us your recollection of 
family--grandparents, parents, brothers, 
Sisters, other relatives and acquaintances. Why 
don't you get started by telling us about your 
early recollections in Japan. 

I was born in Seattle, Washington. However, it 
is my understanding that my parents went back to 
Japan when I was about a year anda half old. 

My family has been small landowners ee | 
generations. We live in a small community about 
sixty to seventy families and fortunately to be 
one of the landowners. ... I was brought up 
as a son of a middle class family. I have two 
younger sisters; they are both born in Japan and 
I'm only son, and oldest son who usually is to 


take over the family. And I was fortunate that 


I have had a really good childhood life. I have 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


nothing deprived from my childhood life and the 

parents were very nice to me, respected me, and 

treated me very well. And also, I was fortunate 
that my mother's home is one of the largest wine 
factories in our area. I used to visit every 


summer vacation and spent all summer in my 


mother's home. My mother's home is on the 
beach. I used to have a wonderful time with my 
cousin. Anything else you want me to add? 


When you talk about wine in Japan, what kind of 
wine are you referring to? Sake? 

Yes. Sake wine? Yes, that is the only wine 
they make in Japan. 

50, . Lice wane. 

Rice wine. 

Sometime, I think during the Meiji era, they 
started making other: Kinds of. « .«.°.« 

Yes, beers, and Japanese have their own brand of 
the whiskey called sho-chu. They are about 

70 percent of alcohol content, and that comes 
trom, the Trice: too; 


So did your family get involved in making the 


other kinds of wine? 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


Yes, they used to make that kind, but the 
primary, 80, 85 percent is sake. But, remember, 
this is my mother's home, not my own home. 

Oh, that’s Pight. 

My own home is farmers and raised rice. At that 
time, we had tenant system in Japan. We loaned 
the land to tenant, then tenant raised the rice 
then half of the profit came back to landowner, 
half of the profit kept by the tenant. 

Did some of that rice have to go to the 
government of Japan? 

Not at that time. 

Not at that time? 

The war changed Japanese life, especially after 
the war. I was fortunate that I was already in 
the United States. And so I have a very 
pleasant recollection of my childhood life. As 
you know, Japan at that time only, well-to-do 
family with smart kids were allowed to go to 
high school. High school is not like American 
high school, you have to take examinations. 


When I was in Japan, about 10 percent of grade 


school graduates were able to attend high 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


school. You have to take examinations and you 
have to pass the examination. The family has to 
have money to support tuitions. Only selected 
students entered high school. 

Then it was a private school system? 

No, it was a public school. 

Was the public school system supported at all by 
the Japanese government? 

Government support the school, but tuition, you 
had to pay. Only free school was grade school. 
All high schools, colleges, and universities, 
all had to pay tuitions. 

Oy See. 

Only free tuition at that time is grade school. 
This was all. Even public high school, 
university, all had to pay tuitions. 

Did you mention what city you were born and 
raised in? 

As I mentioned before, I was born in Seattle, 
Washington. I was raised in Kurayoshi City, in 
province of Tottori-Ken. Our area is on the 


side of Sea of Japan on the western part of 


Honshu. It is not so well developed area, 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


backward country, so most migration to 

United States was not done from our area. So, 
I'm the rare one who came to the United States 
and from°our Ken, Tottori-~Ken... I believe that 
only two or three people live in Sacramento who 
came from Tottori-Ken. So we have no 
kenjin-Kai. Fortunately, our area is a self- 
supported area so even the tourist, most of the 
Aner ican tourist den’t Go to our area. (Soe it 
is still retaining the old customs. I can still 
recognize what I used to do when I was a child. 
Can you describe which side of Japan it is on, 
the east side or the west side? 

West side. East side is the Pacific Ocean. 

West side is the Sea of Japan. And, we are west 
side, Sea of Japan. Matter of fact, straight 
north from our area is Vladivostok in 

Soviet Union. 

Oh, I see. Do you have any RusSian or 
non-Japanese people living in your area today? 
No, aS a matter of fact not too many American or 


White people, living in that area either. 


Sounds like a wonderful place to live. 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


Yes, I took my daughter [Kay] and married 
husband [Antar Abderrahon] who is a Caucasian, 
last year. They are so amazed to see Americans 
in-this area. This ais’ a true novelty for “them. 
That's wonderful. You mentioned that there were 
three other families from your Ken. Can you 
give us their names? 

L Gon! Tt know... 2. net one of them,..but 1 don‘t 
Know too well. 

Oh, OKs 

Tottori Kenjin Kai exists in San Francisco area. 
They are from all Bay Area people, and I believe 
there are fifty to sixty families in Bay Area. 

I went once to New Year gathering. They get 
together every year. I still get notice, but 
Since far away, I have not attended recently. 
And also, it is New Year's party and weather is 
bad most of the time. 

Why do you think so many people came from 
Hiroshima and Okayama and Kumamoto and all these 
other different places? 


I think people from above areas such as 


Hiroshima and Kumamoto areas were more advanced 


YAMAMOTO : 


than Tottori area. They were more adventurous 
to migrate to USA (United States of America). 
Also, because of over-population, I believe jobs 
were very scarce in those areas. secona, third, 
and fourth son must go out overseas to earn 
living. Like a well-to-do family at that time, 
of course, oldest son must take over the family. 
Well-to-do family built house to second or other 
sons, then they have their own house to live in. 
As a matter of fact, that's what they did to my 
family. My grandparents built my uncle's which 
is next to my father. They built a house, they 
have a ranch, they built them and give to them. 
But, most families at that time, I believe, like 
Hiroshima area, and people living in Kyushu, I 
believe, they have to earn a living outside of 
home. So one way is the migration to 

United States. That time, of course, everyone 
has idea that all in the United States makes 
lots of money and they are all well-to-do, and 
go back to Japan to live after they made money. 


In our area, there was large house which was 


built by a person who migrated to Brazil and 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 
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returned to our area. After he made fortune, I 
was still fifth or fourth grade school, and we 
used to see this huge house on the way to 
school. Then, after he lived there about three 
years, he could not stand the Japanese system 
since he was away from Japan so long and he 
probably enjoyed freedom and carefree life in 
Brazil, and he went back to Brazil again. House 
was empty, sitting up there. So most people 
came to the United States and planned to make 
lots of money, then planned to go back to Japan. 
I think that as the wrong thing to do, anyway. 
People should plan to migrate permanently and 
live as American citizens. 

And many Japanese people stayed here, ce iets 
advantage. I have another question. 

Well, 1f you Want’ to; I can tell you what 
happened to my life. At that time, I graduated 
from high school. Japan was in war in 
Manchuria. I wanted to study, not be drafted to 
service. Remember at that time, we have no way 


to get out of service. In Japan at that time, 


we had compulsory ROTC [Reserve Officers 


YAMAMOTO: 


hE 


Training Corp] system in Japanese high school. 

I was already a non-commissioned officer in the 
Japanese Army Reserve. So I wanted to come to 
United States to study. I was planning to be an 
engineer. My favorite subject is math. I came 
to the United States to study. I came to the 
United States, I believe, in 1938, and I was 
fortunate that a friend took me and sponsored me 
to come to .’USA. I came to Tacoma, Washington 
and I lived with one of the Caucasian families, 
purposely to stay away from Japanese family, to 
learn English. I studied, I believe, two years, 
I studied English only in junior high school and 
senior high school, only English. Where I came 
from, our country town is small high school, my 
English teacher could not speak good English 
since real English speaking person was not 
available to teach good English pronunciation. 
The primary education at that time for the 
English teaching was how to write, grammar and 


writing. Spoken language was not primary aim in 


Japan. English education was primarily to 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 
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prepare for college examination. So when I came 
to United States, I could not speak English 
whatsoever. I had to start from scratch. S50 
that is the reason why I stiri have accent even 
at the present time. Unfortunately, I have to 
accept my poor English speech. 

Well, you've managed to communicate very well, 
and you've managed to get your point across. 
Anyway, after I came to United States then I was 
drafted to service 1940 or about five, six 
months before Pearl Harbor, I believe. Then I 
was stationed in Fort Lewis, Tacoma, Washington 
until war broke out. Then as soon as the war 
was declared, you know, all the Japanese people 
had to evacuate from the West Coast. Even we 
were the American soldiers, we had to evacuate 
from the West Coast, and we were shipped to 
Columbus, Ohio where I stayed in the Medical 
Corps. 

Can we go back to your experience up in 


Washington as a student? At that time, were you 


participating in sports and activities? 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


No, not at all. Primary purpose at that time; 


learn English, learn English, learn English! ! 
That's all I have done. 


How did you support yourself financially? 


a3 


Looe Loe Leni y T lived with. Arovunoa hat time 


they used to call me as “school boy." I was 


very fortunate that the family has had 


longstanding association with Japanese students. 


And, the last fifteen to twenty years, I 


understood that Japanese students came here. 


There is a college called Puget Sound College, 


Tacoma, Washington. After students graduated, 


they went back to Japan. Then next again 
somebody was introduced. Fortunately, I was 
introduced to this family. The lady, who was 
widow, lived alone in a large house. She 


treated me like own son. So I was very 


fortunate I was able to stay with that family. 


was fortunate to have every freedom I wanted. 


We had a cook, a Norwegian cook. Again she 


cooked me everything, including Japanese food. 


That was a Norwegian cook? 


Yes, Norwegian cook. 


Es 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUdI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 
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Did she speak English? 

Yes, she stayed there and she taught me, and, 
Christianity. She was very faithful Christian. 
And, asa matter’ of fact, we used to. pray every 
meal. she Lol me 1" nasty;<2 con’ t pray. She 
was old woman but she treated me like her own 
son, again.: “Aga, -f0°u (had. no Pestriction. I 
did everything I wanted to. I was very 
fortunate again to live in such a family. 

So.) sf your naa the titie of “sehool boy", 2: the 
house, did that imply you had job duties within 
the house? 

Yes, Gis the job. duty consists, of watering the 
garden, and sometimes dusting house. I spend 
about half an hour per day. Then they used to 
give me spending money and all the free room and 
board and eating. 

Sounds like a very nice deal. 

As a matter of fact, while I was studying Sunday 
morning, (suddenly, lady said, “Masa, 1et*s go 
and drive to see Mount Rainier." Mount Rainier 


takes about three hours from Tacoma. She drove 


me, then we had lunch there, come back evening. 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


iS 


Just like own son. And that time, I don't think 
you remember, car named Packard. Packard was 
very distinguished car at that time. She was 
driving a beautiful Packard. She drove car, I 
was sitting next to her. 

Do you remember the family name? 

Her name was Mrs. Gallaher, I think. During the 
wartime, she apparently passed way, and after 
the war I went back to see her. The house is 
there but they had two, one nephew and niece. 

I believe, they took over the family, but I was 
not able to contact family. 

At the time you were living there, was she a 
widow? 


Yes, she was a widow. 


I see. How old was she? 
She was around sixty, sixty-five. Her husband 
was a very well-to-do man. They owned lots of 


companies. She was president to so many 
companies, but she never attended meetings. 


Then, somebody took over. She was well-to-do. 


She never did anything. They used to have 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


16 


bridge party every afternoon. They lived ina 
beautiful home. 

I had a similar experience like that when I went 
to Berkeley. The family that I baby-sat here 
moved to Berkeley. I needed a place to live and 
they invited me there and we had the maid taking 
care of us. 

At that tane, Ll Toraot.co mention that 1 airke ‘va 
make a comment here. That time in order to come 
to United States somebody had to sponsor in 
United States. I was sponsored by 

Mr. Tokiichi Asada. Unfortunately, during the 
wartime and they went back to Japan. He is one 
of unwanted Japanese by the American government. 
They were shipped back to Japan. Then the 
husband died and since then, I lost contact with 
family. 

So, aS a young school boy, were you always quite 
serious and always studying or did you get into 
mischief? Do you want to share any of those 
stories with us? 


Well, I*1ll tell you. -Iarsed to play iittle 


baseball in Japan even though I was small. AS a 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


ay 


matter of fact, I was the smallest guy in the 
class. 

How tall are you? At that time? 

Very small. About the end of the high school 
year, I began to grow so I became about halfway 
in the class to halfway size area. so, I used 
to play lots of baseball with the kids in high 
Scnool. in ‘high«sechool in -Tacoma,;'there were 
three boys who came from Japan. We are together 
in junior high and high school. Their name is 
Hisato Miki. I still correspond with him at 
Christmas time. He spoke very good English, 
more than Lan; and, of “course, I think he dived 
in the United States longer before he went back 
to Japan. Then, he came back here. Thens 
another friend was Minoru Nakagawa. They are 
both still living in Tacoma. They are my 
classmates--went to school together, Junior: Digh 
school and high school together. And, even 
though all three are much older than most 
students, the students treated us like one of 


the boys. That time, we did not have much 


discrimination. Of course, we have no 
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YAMAMOTO: discrimination at school, anyway, where they 
treated us like part of the boys. And, we 
participated in the school activities, like 
football, we went to watch then. But, remember, 
I came to United States to study. I used to 
spend most time studying. Of course, that time 
no such a thing like a girlfriend. No interest 
in women at all. 


NAMBA OTSUJI: Was that because it was an all men's school? 


YAMAMOTO: No, NO, No, 2 he; Nott 

NAMBA OTSUJI: Boys' school? 

YAMAMOTO: Yes, bDuGt=-it' 6s not. boys" Sschool~-co-ed. |. 
Japan was, of course, only boys' school. iT 


suppose still same system from Japan brought up 
to here. And, also to remember that I want to 


go back to Japan so I have no intention to get 


married here. I have no interest in girls. 
[Chuckle] 
NAMBA OTSUJI: So in your high school, as far as racial 


composition, was it all White with the exception 
of the three Japanese boys? 


YAMAMOTO: No, there were a few Japanese people there. 


NAMBA OTSUJI: Japanese Americans? 
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Yes, remember in Tacoma there were quite a few 
Japanese Americans there. There was Nisei going 
to high school. There was quite a few. But, as 
far as I know, there was no discrimination, as 
tar2 Coulee‘ tedi. 

Were there any minorities--Hispanics or Blacks? 
We had a few Blacks. I don't think many 
Spanish. Remember, Tacoma is a lumber town. 
They cut the trees, they have sawmills all over. 
That is their primary livelihood of the people. 
Oh, I see. At that time, how many people lived 
in Tacoma. What was the population? 
I--forgot--it was a very small country town. 
And, I remember on Sunday, Japanese people get 
together. There is a large park called 

Point Defiance Park in Tacoma. It is a very 
nice city park. Japanese people get together, 
used to have picnic, and I used to see and meet 
quite a few Japanese families. I suppose at 
that time, maybe thirty to thirty-five families 


get together. We always had fried chicken on 


Sunday. So, we used to get together and have a 
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Japanese dinner. I think, but as far as racial 
discrimination, I never noticed any. 

Hm...m. That's good! Do you have any special 
teachers you remember from junior high and high 
school? 

Yes, I remember, but I forgot their names. One 
of the English teachers was very fond of me. 
OK, so now we've gotten you up to high school. 
From graduation from your high school into 
college. 

i aad. not graduate... They don't det vou 
graduate. Remember, I already have a degree 
from high school in Japan. I don't have to 
graduate. L oniy took the Engiish s0 Iwas 
going to university years later, but in the 
meantime, I got drafted into the service. 

You were a sophomore just by virtue of your 
[Inaudible]. 

Yes, I think it was around a couple year. 

At that time you were drafted. 

168,, LNae & - Tagnt; 


SO you were seventeen years old? Eighteen years 


old? 
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No, I was already draft age so then I think I 
was Older. 

Twenty-one? 

Yesio DT think) so. 5, Yes’, twenty or twenty-one, 
around that age. 

so now, start to tell me about your army 
experience, how it felt to be drafted into the 
United States Army. 

Well, this is about five or seven months before 
Pearl Harbor, I believe. So we have been 
drafted then--in service--then we were put into 
the Medical Corps. Of course, I believe the 
United States was concerned about Japanese 
American soldier. Anyway, we were together in 
the Reception Center in Fort Lewis, Washington, 
and although the Company consisted of the mixed 
races, but we are more or less together among 
Japanese family--Japanese soldiers. Then, at 
that time, there is no discrimination at all. 


But, after Pearl Harbor, I suppose, by the 


Executive Order we were sent to Columbus, Ohio, 
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just like all the Japanese people were moved out 
Co Tulelake from this area... OF course, at. that 
time, I had no Knowledge of Tulelake at all. 

May I ask you a question? 

Yes. 

In the West Coast here in California, the 
Japanese Americans experienced a lot of 
discrimination and ill will, even before 

Pearl Harbor just because of farming practices 
and the fact the Japanese were doing very well. 
In Washington, you didn't sense that same type 
of feeling? 

Of course, remember, my contact is primary, my 
school area in the home area, I never associated 
with Japanese. JACL existed. I don't know, but 
my idea was very limited. But as far as I can 
tell, even Fort Lewis, Washington before and 
until the war, I used to go out into the city 


always went out in civilian clothes, and never 


went out with unaform. But; I was treated 
exactly the same. And the soldier at that time 
treated us very well. I remember I used to like 


baseball. We used to play softball in the Army 
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Base with the soldiers. I was the catcher; they 
treat me on an equal basis. 

That's interesting. I guess the problem was in 
Casa torn. 

Yes, I don't think there was too much 
discrimination in state of Washington. That's 
my impression I had. Of course, I might be 
wrong. 

Of course, your experience is different, too. 
OK, now we got into the army and we left off 
when you were in Fort Lewis? 

Yes, Fort Lewis, Washington. 

And you were in the Medical Corps? 

Yes, Medical Corps. 

Could you tell me how you were chosen or how you 
happened to be selected? 
No, there was no choice. They assigned you. 

And the assignment was based on your record or 
application? 

I believe that American government was concerned 
with Japanese who came to USA from Japan 


recently. I think they were concerned regarding 


Japanese spy may be infiltrating to USA. So 
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best way to watch us was to Keep us together in 
service. Also, this way we were protected 
together in service. I think I have a strong 
feeling all that time. Japanese American was 
either even the Japanese who came from Japan or 
Japanese who were born, and grew up in this 
Country. some of the Japanese never speak 
Japanese at all. So I think I have a feeling 
they want to keep us in same place, in the 
Medical Corps. It's not actually they assigned 
us. 

What kind of tour did you do in the 

Medical Corps? 


We have trained to take care of the sick corp, 


and we take care of the sick people some of us 


have hospital duties. We have a dispensary and 
few beds for minor problems. Sick people were 
sent to the hospital. We did not work in the 
hospital. Ah, wee. that's right, EF work some. in 
the hospital, too, but it's minor type of chore. 
At that time, everything was so disorganized. 
Nobody knew what you were doing, including the 


Company Commander or Captain. They were also 
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YAMAMOTO: drafted. Under turmoil, but as far as 
discrimination, I never noticed any. 

NAMBA OTSUJI: What was your rank in the army at this time? 

YAMAMOTO: I was promoted to Sergeant in Medical Corps. We 
had about forty Japanese American soldiers 
together, and I was the highest rank among them. 
This was still early part of war, around 
1942-1943. We had no Japanese officer. You 
remember it was before Japanese combat. 442nd 
was not organized yet. 

[End Tape 1, Sidecar!) 

[Begin Tape 1, Side B] 

NAMBA OTSUJI: Dr. Yamamoto, would you like to continue? 

YAMAMOTO: Yes. After Pearl Harbor, I believe shortly 
after, I suppose month or a month and a half, we 
were shipped to Columbus, Ohio Reception Center. 
I don't Know exact time, but I remember on the 
way to Columbus which took about four to five 
days on the train from Washington, all I saw was 
snow, snow--on the way--all over, so I believe 


in the middle of wintertime. Anyway, we went to 


Columbus, Ohio, we are assigned to Reception 


YAMAMOTO: 


26 


Center, again in the Medical Corps. We examined 
new recruits to determine their physical fitness 
to serve in the United States Army, and then 
after that they are assigned to the various 
areas. 

One of the striking things to me, I forgot 
to mention, that I came to United States to 
study to be an engineer. But, during the time I 
was examining new recruits, I began to think 
about my future course. One of the things 
struck me is this, that I, as a Japanese, came 
from Japan to the United States, cannot speak, 
cannot express decent English. These recruits 
begged me to let them stay in the reception 
center. These recruits come from the 
professions such as professors, engineers, 
Ph.D.s [Doctor of Philosophy], they were all 
well-educated people. These people talk to guy 
like me to let them stay at the Reception 
Center, any kind of job. They did not want to 
go overseas, they wanted to stay in the United 


States. Of course, they are afraid to go 


overseas to get Killed. I can understand their 
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fecling well. .42° dent Tike to get killed 


myself, either. In these times of war, I was 
studying as much as I can. I was, even war 
time. I wanted to go to the university after 


the war, and I want to continue my career in the 


university. So, I never expected to be killed 
in the service. These people talked to me-- 
engineers who already [Inaudible]. Even some 


engineers who had college degree wanted to stay 
in USA and begged me to be assigned in 
Fort Hayes in Columbus. 

I began to appreciate to be in medical 
field. I began to recognize the value of the 
doctor who can help everybody including the 
enemy, whether United States going to win or 
lose the war. Suppose United States lose the 
war, I can still practice medicine helping the 
people. So that is the reason why I decided to 
become medicine. 

And your other choice was going into 
engineering? 


Yes, engineering. Because my favorite subject 


in Senool is’math. Towsually get “A*s* wathout 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


28 


studying. For engineer as you know, math is 
most important thing. My worst subject was 
English. [Chuckle] 

If you had to choose a career again today, would 
you still make the same decision? 

PD SESE Chine ee 183. COr- Caurse lvoe iknow, wait 
the problems in government [Inaudible] insurance 
interference, but still, I think doctors are 
able to help humanity and people. 

I agree With you. .1. think I would’ choose 
hbealtli-care euain, “too. Very diving profession. 
OK, now let's see, we got to Medical Corps. 

Then I was. trying to. study “as much’ as I can in 
service. Then I was fortunate that I was able 
to get discharge from service. Then I went to 
Ohio State University which was at Columbus, 
Ohzo. 

What year did you get discharged? 

This was 1943. Then I enrolled university and 
that time I had no idea, but Ohio State 


University is one of the universities assigned 


to do atomic research. Japanese students were 


29 


YAMAMOTO: not allowed to take science courses which were 
controlled by atomic research. We are 
restricted in certain courses, such as science 
course. Without science, I could not enter 
pre-med [pre-medical] course. I remember that 
time Ohio State was a big university, 
neighborhood close to 50,000 students--there is 
only three Japanese students in Ohio State. I 
remember their names. There was a brother and 
Sister and their name was Okawara family. If I 
am not mistaken, father was an attorney in 
Fresno. We used to get together, talk together. 
They were very bright students. Only three 
students at Ohio State. They all are straight 
"A" students. They thought Japanese are all 
smart [Chuckle, Chuckle]. I lost contact since 
I left Ohio State. I used to talk with them and 
far as I remember, they were very good students. 
Anyway, I had to fight to take a science course, 
even I wrote a letter to the governor. Finally 
I was able to get the science course. Then.) 2 


completed a pre-med at Ohio State. Again, I 


studied all the time. That's all the things we 
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have done. Again, you Know, most students have 
a good time. But I lived Co-op [Co-operative] 
House and shared expenses. In Co-op House, most 


students were mature, primary pre-med student, 
pre-dental student, pre-optometrist, so all 
destined to be professional. We rented the 
house, we lived cheaply. We used to have party 
with other people so we used to have a good time 
even though we studied hard. 
Study hard and play hard, too. 
We used to enjoy participating in the football, 
and I remember Saturday afternoon football--time 
was already have big parties. We used to enjoy 
ourselves, even though we had to study. Anyway, 
I completed the pre-med course. I was fortunate 
Phat. 2 hadsqood grades in school. .1I was 
accepted to three medical schools. But, I 
remember, one out of fifteen, one out of twenty, 
was accepted to go to medical school. I was 
fortunate. 

University of Chicago, Ohio State, and 


Washington University at St. Louis, I applied 


three, all three accepted me. My advisor told 
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Neva have Lo .go..to Unaversity-of Chicago... i 
found out in last ten years I was only one 
accepted to University of Chicago from Ohio 
Ponte. Wiaversotyiet Chicago is one’ of the 
hardest schools to enter. And when I found out, 
when I went to school we had a class of 
Sixty-five students. There were 2,000 
applicants. There were only three Japanese 
students including me. Out of sixty-five, we 
have about maybe 10 percent women, because 
University of Chicago already took the women 
students. There are no Blacks, not because of 
discrimination, but they could not have grade to 
get in, ,And over haif of the students were 
Jewish students. They are very Create 
entrance to med school is based on academic 
standard and also person's determination to be 
a coctor. 

You said Ohio State again. Do you mean 
University of Chicago? 

I’m sorry, 2 mean University of Chicago. Then 


before graduating University of Chicago, in last 


year, I got married to my wife in the 
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university. Then we had a very small reception 
in the University of Chicago. You know, there 
is a Rockefeller Chapel, one of the well Known 
churches ,© If 2spart of the University of 
Chicago. There is part of the attachment, 
ThorndykKe Chapel, small chapel, that's where we 
got married. So i got married at..a 
distinguished place even though I have no family 
to attend my wedding, or--my family was in 
Japan--my wife too, had parents in California 
who did not attend the wedding, but we have a 
small nice wedding. At that time, we had cake 
and punch. 

Was Mrs. Yamamoto a student at the 

University of Chicago? 

No. My understanding is, after she left 
internment camp in Tulelake, she had a friend in 
Chicago who was working as a secretary. Then 
later, her brother-in-law who is a dentist, name 
is Koki Kumamoto, opened up a dental office in 


Chicago. My wife was working as a secretary. 


He- is Still. practicing in’ Chicago; and. I was 
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introduced to my wife through a friend who was a 
student at: Ohio State... /When Fwas at 

Ohio State, gave me a name and I got introduced 
SO we gradually became friends. 

How nice. 

She was very active at that time in JACL student 
activities’ and kids, what. you. call the Girl 
scout. Anyway, she was very active. She did 
not get the chance to go to university because 
at that time, you know, they had to go to work 
to support themselves. So after I graduated 
from University of Chicago, I took an internship 
in Detroit, then came to University of Iowa 
where I took residency in internal medicine for 
three years. Then I was fortunate that I stayed 
as instructor in medical school a year. Then 
time to get out into private practice to start 
earn money to support children. My three 
children were born in Iowa City at the 
University of Iowa. Then my youngest was born 


here. I moved here 1956. 


"Here", is Sacramento? 
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sacramento. Remember that time? We have no 
debt, but we have no money. 

How did you finance your way through medical 
school? 

Oh, because I was a veteran, and veterans had 
the GI [Government Issue] Bill of Right. But 
remember, GI Bill of Right 16-3500... ‘That. time 


tuition Ohio State was eight to nine hundred 


[dollars]. That is the reason why during the 
pre-med in Columbus, we worked summer time. We 
saved the money--so lived cheaply. I did not 


use the GI Bill’ in Ohio State. That time, 
tuition Ohio State was $15 a quarter. 

GI Bill was good for four years of college? 
Yes; four years of college. That's the reason 
why I was able to attend medical school. Yes. 
PUL E aid not suserGl Bid in Ohio: State. Then 't 
saved that one for medical school. Then at 
summer vacation time I remember, a friend found 
me a jJOoD in a radiator Lactory. Again, that 


time they don't want to take students because 


students quit in September. So person who got 


YAMAMOTO: 


let them sleep. 


Ba 


me job told me never tell them you are student. 
So, I earned good money and worked in summer 
time and went back to school in September. So, 
again I was fortunate. All kind of people give 
me help and, like I said before, I was very 
fortunate all these years. Somebody always 
helped me. 

When I came to Sacramento, I remember one 
of the: things. “2. bought a’ car) put three Kids 
in the back seat, drove to Sacramento at the end 
of June. I drove the car. We stopped at Kansas 
City on the way to Sacramento. If you travel in 
Kensas City in Judy at was. hot, couid not sleep; 
My three kids crying like mad. I drove the car 
the city of Kansas about two hours. The kids 
went to sleep and I left them in the car and 

Next morning, drove to the next 

city. So took about three days to come to 
Sacramento. Remember at that time, Sacramento 
was a very small city. I drove from Reno to 
Sacramento, there is only a two-way street. 


Dusty, two-way road. [Laughter] Not like 


four-way, five, six-way highway. And my wife 
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was born Here bia’? did not come here. because of 
Wi Tey I was fortunate one of the doctors who 


took the training with me in Universit f Iowa, 


1A 
4 


had already a practice in Sacramento as a 
doctor. He told me to come, he found me a place 
td practice and Gpen wy the office: 

Then, who was’ this doctor? 

This is Bill--Dr. William Wilt--he was a 

General Surgeon. He was about three, four years 
ahead of me. He Knows me so he found a place 
For me to practite. That time; it was easy to 
practice. As long as you have an office, you 
Know, you don't starve. 

You hang your sign out and start working. Where 
was the office located? Where was his office, 
and then where did you start? 

Same place I am now. Freeport Boulevard in 
Sacramento. That time, of course--let me take 
back--I have one of the offices rented for me, 
then a few years later I was fortunate to buy in 


the share of the doctors. That time, 


Dr. Akio Hayashi and Dr. Henry Sugiyama were 


partners. 
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Dr. Hayashi is Dr. Akio Hayashi? 

Yes, Dr. Akio Hayashi. With their marriage, the 
Sisters were wives so they were brothers-in-law. 
But Dr. Sugiyama had marital problems, he wanted 
to get ouv of thes partnership’ so 2 took his 
share. Then built office together with 

Dr. Hayashi at the present location. 

What is the address? 

4617 Freeport Boulevard. 

Oh, thank you. Was this the area where your 
office was located? Wasn't that agricultural, 
or was it developed with residential homes? Way 
back in 19 

That area was already busy. But, remember, you 
have the airport--present airport was only 
airport in Sacramento. The traffic in Freeport 
Boulevard was very busy at that time. It was 
lots of empty offices in the farm area but still 
was developing that time already. 

Hmm - interesting. OK, let's see 


Then shortly after: that, 2 bought a.:house in 


here at present location, and stayed there ever 
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Since. I stayed in the same office. I stayed 
in the same home over thirty years. 

Well, at least we know where to find you. 

Yes, DT @don-t t1ke “tomove. Most doctors move, 2 
don't like to move. Then my youngest son was 
born in 1962 at Sutter Memorial Hospital. I was 
fortunate to have two boys and two girls. 

Did you get any honors while you were in 
college? 

Yes, I belong to the pre-med honorary society. 

I forgot the name. I believe, ah, I forgot the 
name. Anyway, pre-med honorary. You have to 
belong to the over level three points, four 
points is "A", three points--I was secretary of 
this organization for a couple years. one 
again, I was fortunate that I had a good 
experience. I belong to Freshman Honorary 
Society also. 

You talked about influential teachers earlier. 
An elementary school teacher, kind of seem to be 


important but you didn't remember anything in 


particular [Inaudible]. 
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One of the teachers is the speech teacher. i cee 8 
was taking the pre-med course, but because of my 


language digtfieculity, P Still continued to study 


English. One of the speech teachers, I forgot 
the name, but she was rather heavy woman. She 


liked me so much she used to teach me even after 
school, This was correctional. speech in 
English. And I learned quite a bit from this 
teacher. Now I remember, her name was 
Miss Mason. I still remember her face, but she 
really taught me and she used to tell me my 
pronunciation was wrong. Remember, in Japanese 
i Canmor difterentaate “RK” trom "b". sounds. «My 
hs” “Soungs cen, tos in. “RR sounds. “Still it is, 
Any my "th" sound ends up "F" sound. Again, 
because we have no "th" in Japanese. She used 
to correct me over and over again; and I learned 
a great deal from her. I wish I had her for 
last ten years. I could be able to speak better 
English [Chuckles]. 

Another thing that happened while I was at 


Ohio State, another fortunate thing. There is a 


family - name is Dr. Robert Gerhard. He was a 
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son of missionary who lived at Sendai. Sendai 
is the city located at northern part of Japan. 
He went to university in Sendai, so he speaks 
fluent Japanese. He came long time ago to Ohio 
State, he took a Bachelor Degree. Then, war 
broke out. He was an alien, Japanese government 
expelled him - he decided to come to Columbus, 


PrnrolLlted i - Onis “State, took PhD. EP got. to 


know him. I used to teach Japanese to students 
to earn a little extra money. He treated me 
like own son... He as much older than 1 am. 1 


was very fortunate to get acquainted with him. 
They have no children. He published one of the 
Ph.D. thesis. He published 
English-American-Japanese dictionary. I used to 
help him his thesis. He gave me a copy. Then 
after the war, went back to Japan. He told me 
even though I'm White, but basically, he was 
Japanese. His manner was Japanese style because 
he grew up in Japan. He spoke both English and 
Japanese. After the war, he went back to Japan. 


He was headed to the chairman of the language 


with the Japanese American Christian University 
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YAMAMOTO: in Tokyo. This is a new school established 
atter the War... It was very high. standard... I 
visited the school twice. He invited me, and 
after he became professor of the university 
there, he visited my home two or three times, 
too. Unfortunately, just before retirement age 
he died with a heart attack in Japan. So again, 
I was fortunate to get to know him. 

Let's talk about the situation after I 
moved here. I practiced internal medicine in 
Sacramento and I was Department Chairman in 
Mercy Hospital. I involved various committee, 
some chairmanships. Then, I became very 
interested in Cancer Society, and I have been 
Board of Directors last thirty years. I am one 
of the oldest members in Cancer Society. I am 
still active. At the present time, I am 
permanent honorary board member of Cancer 
Society. 

I learned kendo in Japan, and after the 
war, I was very active in Sacramento Judo Club. 


One of the teacher of Judo, Ben Campbell. 


Presently, he is United States Congressman from 
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Colorado. ."He was ‘our Ghiefl instructor. Arter 
he got injured in Olympics in Tokyo, I believe, 
1964 or 1965. Anyway, he was a Fifth Degree 
Black Belt. He was from our club. He wanted to 
teach judo again. He came back from Tokyo, then 
he started teaching judo. That time, our son 
learned judo from him. He became national 
champion under Ben Campbell. Ben Campbell 
wanted to establish various clubs beside Judo. 
He started ikebana, Japanese language, Kendo, 
and other sport. The club was at Jackson Road 
where we had the Judo Club. Among all the 
clubs, only one that survived was kendo. Still 
Kendo existing now. I learned kendo in Japan. 
Akiyama sensei, he just returned from Japan. He 
and I established kendo club, Sacramento Kendo 
Clu. 

What year was that? 

Someone said, I believe, 1967. We existed about 
twenty years now. 

And who is this Akiyama? 


Akiyama, yes. 


What is his first name. Is he your age? 
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Yes, he's my age. Akiyama, Ichiro. 

Ichiro Akiyama. My understanding is Akiyama-san 
grew up in Florin. His father was extremely 
active in kendo. Before the war, I understand 


kendo club from the university in Japan visited 
United States. Florin people entertained 
students from Japan. Akiyama-san went to Japan 
to study kendo. Then during the war time, or 
just before the war, his parents decided to 
leave to Japan. Then while he was in Japan, I 
think he pursue the Kendo. I think he was 
shipped to Manchuria someplace. Anyway, he came 
back after the war, and at that time, he hada 
Black Belt, Third Degree. I have not done kendo 
about thirty years since I left Japan, but 
amazing that I could still do kendo. 

How much Kendo did you learn in Japan? 

Oh - we had to take in school every day. 
Compulsory? 

Computisory in high school... Bither :you':do the 
kendo or judo. I took Kendo. And 


Akiyama sensei, unfortunately, passed away a few 


years ago, so at the present time, I am the 
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oldest teacher and I'm still doing kendo twice 

a week. 

Are you the sensei, the head sensei? 

Yes - more or less. 

How nice! 

Right now, one of the first few students, he is 
the only one remain in kendo is Bill Shirai. He 
has more or less taken over our club. It's kind 
of getting old to give to do too much that type 
Of Thing. S02 5stilt -enioy kendd,--end: Toa 
still able to compete with the boys and it's 
good for me, too. Keep my mind and body in good 
shape. 

[Inaudible] Japanese arts and culture require 

a LOC DOE CGistaniine. . Thete Je a> lot of 
philosophy behind it. Can you explain a little 
bit about the kendo? 

As you know, olden martial arts in Japan 
originated from the monks. Monks are the 


Buddhist priests. They are the only educated 


people several hundred years ago. Some of the 
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monks went to China to study. Japanese Buddhism 
Came’ irom India to China. “From. China to aapan. 
It was not originated in Japan but copied from 
China. So monks, they have to learn this 
discipline. 86 monks organized ali ‘sort of arts 


- ikebana, tea ceremony, and kendo, judo. 


That time judo used to be called’ “juiitsu,”™ 
Again, they are self training, come from same 
thing, train mind,» respect superior, fight with 
honor and justice. This is a Japanese system 
and we still retain art. 

Ikebana is the simple flower arrangement, 
watch the beauty, then get rid of evil mind, 
study the beauty. 

Tea ceremony - get rid of all the evil 
mind, watch the small Japanese garden, sip the 
tea, calm your mind. 

Same thing apply to kendo. Respect sensei, 
respect superior, respect parents, respect, 
respect! Then same time, train your mind. Then 


if somebody insults you, somebody fights you, 


respect with honor. I mean fight with honor. 
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YAMAMOTO: Japanese sport, Japanese like kendo, judo, never 


teach vou how to fight unless someone attack 

vou. It is not offensive - thev are defensive. 
Kendo and Judo respect honor and justice. They 
richt.to Tretainvnonor 

[End Tape 1, Side B] 

[Begin Tape 2, Side A] 

YAMAMOTO: ow. «OL, Rendo. ~Ascstated Detore,..) State 
again, Japanese sports are not taught to attack 


people offensively. However, they are taught 


defend yourself when you are attacked or 


insulted. Again, one of the best sports in 
Japan, respected sports is wrestling, "Japanese 
sumo." Again, they have tremendous ritual 


during the fight--one of the things of respect, 
respect and pride and honor. Same philosophy 
carried to other sports. Unfortunately baseball 
lost this tradition now. 

NAMBA OTSUJI: Can you tell me what kind of differences you see 
in the practice of the martial arts in terms of 


philosophy as taught in Japan, and practiced by 


the Japanese students versus the kendo or judo 
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practiced in the United States and how that 
philosophy is carried out? 

Yes, one of the differences is this. They are 
taught how to win in every sport in 

United States. 

In America. 

¥es,. in United States.) In Japan, kendowss not 
Laucht frow: to win, but. how to Lightwwith nenor. 
Here, how to win, therefore, one of the 
sportsmanship, respect, is gone. As a matter of 
fact, I usually attend the all Sacramento Judo 
Tournaments as a judo doctor. I have been doing 
this for the last thirty ‘years... We occasionally 
see the parents storm in to the mat where the 
contestant [student] is fighting the judo, and 
if “their cw, Gon “wlost, Ne. thinks» isenot fair, 
immediately parents come up and complain. One 
time, several years ago, same thing happened. ye 
tolo these parents, “Doh = bring back your kid 


to the judo. We don't teach you how to win. We 


teach you respect and honor." The referee is 
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also a human being, naturally, he does make some 
error. But we respect the referee's decision. 
so this is the tradition still carried. through 
in Japan, but unfortunately we are losing this 
respect in the United States. 

You think we have too much freedom here? 

Yes, that's true. And also like I remember, 
when I was taking the lesson in kendo, I forgot 
which year it was, I saw the student complain to 
tie. teacher, "i'm tarea!”™ 
Is this in Japan? 

In Japan. My high school. And teacher took him 
out to the front of everybody. He started 
PaAgG0ting .Ligncing, .let ham fight, (he. was 
literally, just become unconscious. But that's 
the way teacher taught him. You don't hear any 
Compare, an the kendo: club, thatc"r’m- too 
tired!" Teacher teaching you, you respect his 
teaching. If such incident happen in 

United States, teacher would be arrested. So 
this is the difference. Difference in 


fundamental. I probably agree with you that 


freedom is a good thing. We have too much 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


49 


freedom, but sometime freedom can be used wrong 
place and wrong way. 

OK; TCHRankr vou. Do you want to talk about your 
medical practice? We know where you were 
located, we know what vour background experience 
is. In your practice of medicine, what are some 
of your most memorable moments? 

Well, as you Know, when we came here thirty 
years ago, medical profession was well-respected 
and my practice, I suppose 50 percent is with 
Asian patients, but half of Caucasians, so I 
have a well-balanced practice. In the past we 
have a very enjoyable practice, but I still 
enjoy, as far as I am concerned, but we hear so 
much about other doctors complaining about 
losing respect. AS a Matler of Lact, one of the 
patients, oh, a few years ago, I have been 
seeing ever since I have been here suddenly 
said, "Oh, it’s about time I better change 
doctor.” So edgain; Just “thought “this: patient 


lose respect to the doctor. But again, 


unfortunately, this happens to everybody. Asa 
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whole, I still feel that practice of medicine is 
a very honorable, respectable profession. C1.can 
still say that lots of patients, because I 
practice, I saved their lives, I still have a 
great respect among my patients. So even though 
generation changed, even though so much 
complaint regarding the doctors, I still retain 
the respect, I still enjoying my practice. For 
last several years, my practice has been cut 
down to much smaller scale because of my age, 
but I still spend one afternoon to the medical 
school teaching the residents in the clinic. 
Which medical school is this? 

University of California, Davis Medical Center 
in Sacramento, and I have the title of Clinical 
Professor and the residents respect me. I enjoy 
conversing with these young doctors. 
Relationship you know, in Sacramento, the 
medical school and private practicing doctor who 
is teaching with them is very cordial and we 


have a great respect and they appreciate our 


input to the medical school. 
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I think, Sacramento has very much benefitted by 
having a medical school. 

Yes, that's true, and we have good professors in 
medical school and we have a volunteer faculty 
committee, this is Department of Medicine, and 
we meet about four times a year to discuss the 
policies, coordinate the medical school. 
Chairman of Department of Medicine, Dr. Silva, 
respect our decisions and we have a very good 
relationship. 

Would you give me Dr. Silva's first name? 
e*l=-L-V-A, doseph, Dr. Woseph Silva... had ‘a 
very good relationship, about last four years we 
give a program of introducing what is going on 
in private practice. I happen to be chairman of 
this project, and we introduced the speakers 
from the various places of practice of medicine. 
We get doctors from big practice like Kaiser, 
Med Clinic, Veterans Administration, some from 
Public Health, some from military doctors. Then 
also, private practitioners, such as single loan 


doctor from some other country area, and also, 


we introduced them to the academic medicine, 
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introduced them with organized medicine such as 
what “doctor doing to, £iobt intlation, fight 
Congress, such as MA [American Medical 
Association], CMA [California Medical 
Association], local medical societies, and let 
them know we, unfortunately, doctor must get 
involved in politics. So far, in the past we 
stayed out, that is the reason why we are 
"Behind the 8-Ball" as far as organized medicine 
is concerned. Unfortunately, practice of 
medicine is getting tougher, but still, doctors 
can offer leadership in health care, leadership 
in other community projects. I think doctors 
are very powerful influence to the community as 
a whole. 

Can you talk. a. little bit about the 

Japanese American experience in medicine, 
starting with statistics and numbers when you 
were in school to the present day? What changes 
have occurred? 

Time when I went to medical school, every 


medical schools had more or less, a quota 


system. This is not medical school policy, but 
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I think it is more or less understood. In most 
medical school take about 7 to 10 percent of 
women, and oriental students, probably 

5 to 7 percent levels. When I went to 
University of Chicago Medical School, we had 
only three Japanese American students. 

In a class of how many? 

In a class of sixty-five. There were no Black 
students, not because of discrimination but it 
was because of I think, grades. Unfortunately, 
like every school had this problem, and Davis 
Medical School too, had initially had the same 
type of system, but I believe that is abolished 
at the present time. Of course, you have to 
remember, medical school admission, the time I 
went, one out of fifteen, one out of twenty was 
admitted. Now, medical school admission is 
less, less competitive. Last two years, my 
understanding is this, University of California, 
Davis Medical School, one out of two is admitted 


to medical school. 


That is amazing! 
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There are several reasons for this. There is no 
money in medical profession. Because previously 
of course prestige, money was one of the greater 
reasons to go to medical school. My 
understanding is this, most qualified students 
become engineers, and, ah, computer. That kind 
of field, they have more, more there. Yet, you 
have to remember, you have to go to medical 
school four years, then internship, residency, 
depend on how far you want to go to specialty, 
average took minimum of three years. Then all 
this time how much expense involved. My 
understanding is this, most medical students at 
present time owe about $40,000 to $50,000 by the 
time they graduate medical school. So they have 
to make money, but we are not getting top 
students to medical schools. This is one of the 
things we have been discussing with the faculty, 
and now to attract top 'students.. But 
unfortunately, where there is no money there, 


hardship and expense involved, I don't think you 


can attract people. 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI: 


ate 


How much did it cost to go to medical school in 
1940? 

ton 't: know what Gos = dake Stantiord 
iniversity); I understand tuition is about 
$20,000 one year. 

That is about what It is at any of the private 
schools: USC [University of Southern 
Calgtornial, UOP [University oF the. Pacitiic! . 
Yeah! Private school mostly around that area. 
And state school, too. My neighbor put about 
five to seven, eight thousand dollars. So it is 
a big chunk of money. Then, remember tuition is 
one of expense, living expense, equipment, 
books, medical school books usually cost about 
$20-$25 a piece. Very expensive! | 

What was your salary your first year in medicine 
in Sacramento, aS a private physician? Way back 
when you started. Do you remember? 

Well, I don't remember, but remember about that 
time, when you come out private practice, you 
have no idea how much you have to charge the 


patient. How the patient is going to pay you. 


There was no insurance? 
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Yes, they have insurance, too, but they don't 
know how to bill. Anyway, it's not much 

buts. -. eevWe never start... \ Ae 2e takes: about 
two to three years to start enjoying the living. 
So, in today's wages, what range of salary can a 
physician expect to make starting with family 
practice going all the way up to anesthesiology, 
OB gyn [obstetrics, gynecology]. 

Well, of course, in sub-specialty field, they 
are much higher. And you know, Medical-- 
Economic published how much they take in. I 
think, unfortunately, they are not the true 
figures. Well, I'm guessing at probably average 
doctor make about $70,000 to $80,000 at present. 
Lem talking about nét. Not the gross... Most 
doctor's expenses are about 40 to 50 percent. 
Then, of course, sub-specialist 1ike heart 
surgeon, cardiac surgeon, and very busy 
orthopedist, I'm sure they are making good 
money, but they are exceptions. Most average 
doctor, like some specialist, I suppose, maybe 


£100,000 to S12420,000.. That. devel, 1 am tarking 


about net income. They make lots of money but 
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expense is so high. so my understanding is 
Kaiser Hospital start off salary of specialist 
after residency start off about $90,000 a year. 
Of course, you have to remember, that this is 
the net. Most expense is paid by Kaiser, like 
malpractice insurance, Kaiser pay you. So 
money-wise, place like Kaiser is excellent 
attractive place for the doctor to join them. 
Is that considered managed care? 

Yes, unfortunately. Remember, Kaiser is 
strictly money-making business. Doctor have to 
accept restriction, you have to spend limited 
time with a patient, and told what kind of 
medicine you prescribe, etc. There is 
restrictions there. It 1s ah oroanized 
medicine. Unfortunately, private practice--what 
I mean is individual private practice--is going 
out of business. They cannot survive because 
you have to fight either the insurance company, 
organized other field, you have to belong to 
some organization. So I belong to SSMG, and 


SSMG is Sacramento Sierra Medical Group. We 


have about seventy to eighty doctors who still 
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retain individual practice. SSMG is very 
different group. Even it is the group practice 
but we still retain private practice. I can 
practice the way I want. The Med Clinic is 
another example. I think they have about 
seventy to eighty doctors, but my understanding 
is this, their overhead expense is so high, 
doctor not make enough money. .. . However, 
only way to survive at present time, you have to 
belong ter vhe group,’ but. still] 1 think .the 
doctor is highly motivated and has high goal, 
and high standard of helping the people, cure 
the disease. I think still it is good field. 
If you want to make money, don't go to medicine 
[Chuckle]. 

OK. Let's see, that's contemporary medical 
practice. Do you remember any major epidemics? 
Oh ves, we had one. £952 arler Linish 
internship in Detroit, I went to University of 
Iowa for the first year of medical residency. 
We had one of the worst epidemic ofpoliomyelitis 


in the United States. As soon as I went there, 


polio epidemic broke out. We used to see 
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average about thirty to forty patients with 
active polio in the emergency room. We made 
diagnosis of acute polio by spinal lumbar 
puncture and spinal fluid examination. 

Can you describe how they presented - what were 
the symptoms. 

Patient has fever, partially paralyzed, 
weakness, weakness of leg, weakness of arms, 
high temperature, and that is the usual finding 
coming into the hospital. 

What was the means of transmission? How did 
people get polio? 


Transmission of polio? 


Un unin Veris ? 
Yes. Virus infection, and transmitted by 
contact. And so if we make a diagnosis by 


spinal fluid examination and make diagnosis of 
polio but hospital is full with patients so we 
have no place for them to stay in hospital. We 
have hospital is full of 


patients--overcrowded--and that time every 


available respirator shipped to Iowa from the 
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United States. Every respirator was used full 
force, full strength. We only kept severe 
respiratory patient with acute polio in 
respirator. In those patients chest muscle is 
paralyzed, cannot breathe and this type of 
patient kept in respirator. But for .simple 
symptom of the weakness of the arm, weakness of 
leg, and stiff neck were sent home. As a matter 
of fact, these polio patients had a very tight 
neck. We just diagnose polio and patients were 
sent home, and stay in bed, if disease get 
worse, call us. We had one of the worst 
epidemic in Iowa. I have never seen so many 
polio’ patients in my life. I remember ‘some of 
the patient, we do everything, respirator and 
disease progressively gets worse, patient dead 
next day. 

Oh, in twenty-four hours the patient was dead? 
Oh yes, oh yes! But when the muscle paralyzed 
and the still progressive disease, the entire 


muscle paralyzed, nothing can help. One of 


patient survived the initial phase of the 
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disease attack, then we used to see two or three 
months later, we still kept in rehab 
[rehabilitation] to teach them. This patient is 
Stili*thankiul to us for saving the life. 

So, what was the treatment? 

Ah - initial therapy, and of course, if you have 
weakness of muscle, we teach them physical 
therapy to strengthen the muscle. Of course, we 
use respirator if the muscle is completely 
paralyzed. We also use "Kenny treatment." 

Kenny treatment is a physical therapy. 

Kenny [Elizabeth Kenny] is a Sister, a nurse. 
She was organized the Kenny treatment but even 
with polio virus kill neuron. If neuron is dead 
by polio, cell never come back. How much 
treatment patient never going to regain the 
strength of the muscle. 

So there was no medicine available to treat 
them? 

No, but when I came to Sacramento 1956, polio 


vaccine just became available. Until that time, 


no protection. Against polio. ! That time, Tirwas 
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the Chairman of the Senator Lions Club. We were 
the first one to immunize the people. I was the 
Chairman. I remember around that time couple 
years we spent lots of time for vaccinating 
people. 

Was that a free service? 

Free service. Lions Club paid expense as the 
project of the club. 

No charge. 


And that time I was invited to speak regardin 


vaccination over the television. They asked 
minority doctors -.one from the Black doctor, 
Chinese, Japanese, Caucasian. We discussed the 


importance of the polio vaccine to be taken by 
the public. We encouraged to take polio 
vaccination. 

Commendable service. 

Yes, so we were the first organization in 
Sacramento. Then after that, various 
organizations joined the same projects. Yes, I 


think we did a very good job, we are very proud 


of that. 
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Thank you: for tne recollection. \ 60 that’s the 
only epidemic that you remember. 

Yes. 

Do you remember any other major advances in 
terms of drug treatment. 

Yes. There was one. When I was in the 
University of Chicago, out there, they had the 
Rheumatic Fever Center. And we used to see 
tremendous rheumatic heart disease as a result 
of the complication of rheumatic fever. Of 
course, this is before penicillin era. The 
penicillin came out 1941, and became available 
for us around after the war 1945. Then 
penicillin eradicated rheumatic fever. The 
rheumatic heart disease also became extinct. 
And after I moved to Sacramento, I have never 


seen rheumatic fever at all. But we had a 
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tremendous number in Chicago. Since we have all 


antibiotic which eradicate the strep 
[streptococcus] infections which caused 
rheumatic fever. 


Is this coincidental that penicillin was 


available between [Inaudible]. 
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Yes, but at the present time I don't think--we 
don't see any strep infection and in turn 
rheumatic fever. Another thing that happened is 
this, specially I was in the service, we used to 
see lots of gonorrhea. And, we treated 
gonorrhea by giving one shot of penicillin. 

Is that known as "clap" [slang for gonorrhea]? 
Treatment in the outpatient clinic. We used to 
give all the--just let them line up--give shot 
of penicillin to everybody who contacted 
gonorrhea. 

I can remember what those syringes looked like. 
We had them in the pharmacy. They were 

ies M1LLLTOn unites, 2.4 Me liion wnite, the 
needles were about--how long would you 
say--three inches? 

Initially, stare from the stall dase... 306,000. 
Yes, initially. Then resistance become higher, 
got higher and higher. Then doses of 
penicillin, around that time we used to see 
quite a few syphilis. Again, because more 


frequent use of the penicillin in the care of 


the patient, the disease is getting less. I 


YAMAMOTO: 


NAMBA OTSUJI 


YAMAMOTO : 


65 


haven't seen the syphilis for a long time. 
Another area I think we made advancement, I 
think syphilis eradicated. 

And now, what do you think about the Aids 
Crisis 

Well. untortunately.prabiem with Aid. ws bad... At 
present time, tremendous amount of money was 
spent in research in Aid, and other field like 
cancer research should be supported. In spite 
of tremendous money is spent in Aid research, we 
are not getting good result. Aids is more major 
topic in the United States. But at the present 
time, unfortunately, vaccine is not the 
solution. It takes another several years before 


the vaccine become available such as that 


vaccine we had in polio. Meantime, public has 
to be trained, and has to be educated. But we 
eased number of the dope addict. These dope 


addicts still transmit the disease from person 
to person. Like an example, we have tremendous 
Aids Clinic in Med Center, Sacramento. I was 


talking to the nurse a few months ago, she said 


whenever Aids patient become extremely ill, go 
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to clinic for treatment, the nurse. tell them,’ "2 
want you to come back, we are going to provide 
you free vaccine. We are going to teach you how 
to take care.” As 'SsOOn “agi crisis is gone, ‘that 
is the end of them, they don't come to get free 
service. | SO.2nis is? what's going onan 
community. As long as these people don't want 
to get educated, I think we have no eradication 
of the disease. My understanding, when the dope 
is available, like cocaine, word gets around 
within among the addict. They meet certain 
places. Then everyone stay around the room, the 
first person who use the needle is the clean 
one, but same needle goes to person to person. 
so person end of that, you don't know what you 
getting. Place like the Med Center they will 
give you a free syringe, but they don't come 
and get it. 

nis is a different Jife. style. 

Then, we also are giving the lecture to the high 
school students. We try to educate danger of 


transmission of diseases such as Aids, venereal 


disease by sex. But it is very difficult to 
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YAMAMOTO: educate students. It is also important to train 
bad effect of smoking but still more teenagers 
are smoking cigarettes. We are not educating 
importance of effect of smoking. 

[End Tape 2, Side A] 

[Begin Tape 2, Side B] 

NAMBA OTSUJI: We ended by speaking on his thoughts and 
attitudes about the Aids epidemic on the end of 
the last tape. What I would like to ask him now 
are whether his last thoughts about medicine and 
medical practice pertains to himself before we 
Continue om to the next ‘subiect.. “So, your Last 
thoughts about medicine. 

YAMAMOTO: Well, let me say that if I have to go through 
again, start from a young man, I probably go 
through the same way. Go to medical school, 
practice medicine. Even though there is a 
tremendous headaches, hostility, jealousy, 
hardship, standpoint of financial subject 
existing in medicine, I feel this is one of the 
best field person who devoted to the care of the 


people, medicine still is the best place to 


spend the life. I feel I have enjoyed the 
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practice and I made a tremendous friends and 
acquaintance with various organizations, and I 
am very well satisfied. I'm respected, and I 
noner the medicine, Ivstill fteer, I feel this is 
the best field to go in. 

Very good, thank you. I Know, you have had a 
wonderful career, you've provided us with lots 
of advice and guidance at the place where 
TUWOrK.s 


Ok, now We Will «get on into telking about 


family. Earlier you had mentioned the names of 
your -ciMiidren. \Wouldcyou like: te describe then. 
We have four children. Two girls, two boys. 


Girl) boyy Gard, bovs “hats the way. made it: 
[Laughter] 

How did you plan that? 

Anyway, oldest daughter is Kay. Incidentally, 
all the children graduate Kennedy High School 
[John F. Kennedy Senior High School, Sacramento, 
Casrcoruial., At tec: hioh school she was 
accepted Reed College in Portland, Oregon. And 


this is a private school, but standard of 


education is equivalent to Stanford, and 
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enrollment is very small, and about 

three hundred fifty students per class. After 
she graduated Reed College, she was accepted 
Columbia University [New York, New York] to be 
enrolled in the graduate school. Her hobby, 
ever since she was a small child, was dancing 
and piano. Even at the college, she kept up the 
dancing, and she enjoyed dancing tremendously. 
While she was waiting to be enrolled in 
Columbia, she enrolled Martha Graham Dance 
Studio [Martha Graham School of Contemporary 
Dance, Inc., New York, New York] that summer. 


She never went back to the university, continued 


to take the dance. She did several things, she 
was. one Of he’ play; “Kima and 1." “She joined 
one of the travel group as a dancer. They 


traveled entire South America for about 
three months. 

What is her stage name? 

She still continue to use Kay Yamamoto. 
She uses Kay Yamamoto. 


She was living in New York, then after that she 


moved to Burbank, and she was active with, I 
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believe, the Asian--I forgot the name of the 
theater group, but basically an Asian theater 
group, and she was very active there. Couple 
years ago, she was in a--A Chorus girl 
[Line]--she was one of the leading actress in 
this program. At the present time she is still 
doing a few things, and I believe she told me 
couple months ago, she was assistant 
choreographer in one of the play. And as you 
Know, dance never make money, but she still 
enjoy herself. She told me, "I'm not 
frustrated." Most this type of people 
frustrated due to lack ef the money, but she 
says she's not. And then, she married about two 
years ago to one of the person she's in the show 
business together. They seem like very 
compatible together. They still live in Burbank 
- I see them frequently. 

The next one, Ken, he was actually one of 
the most bright one in the family. He has 
straight "A" in Kennedy High School. He was 


accepted Stanford University. Because he 


skipped grade school one year, so he was very 
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immature. And Stanford as you know, is a 
tremendous competition. He could not accept 
this ser up. .-He «went one-year, he aqot “Cc” 
grade, he was so upset. And I tried to explain 
to yan that at Stantord, aC qrade is. ie cood 
Grade atter ali ws” students! in Stanford. But 
he could not accept this explanation. 

My third one is a daughter, and her name is 
Lynn. She was accepted at University of 
California, Riverside (UCR). So we all went 
together, including my son Ken. And compared to 
Stanford, Riverside is only five thousand 
Students.) Btaniord, DT think wbout.,tairtyrco 
forty thousand, so small school is maybe more 
acceptable to him so he was talking to the 
Registrar in the registration office, they 
offered a transfer, so they contacted Stanford. 
He took a leave of absence from Stanford and 
must return within a year. Then he went to 
Riverside, but he was so happy there and he 


graduated with honor, and never returned to 


Stanford. 
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What did he major at UC [University of 
California, Riverside]? 
He majored in political science. But he decided 
to go to law school which I Know he is not 
lawyer type, he is not type of person to 
compromise. He is black and white, he is doctor 
type. Anyway, he found out himself, law school 
is not his field. He dropped out, then he went 
to Santa Barbara, but then he has been living 
since there. He decided to become holistic 
medicine. He is more or less type of masseur. 
He has been doing for several years, and he 
seems happy. And he has quite a few clients 
respect him in Santa Barbara. He lives there, 
he enjoys himself. Because of bad weather in 
Sacramento, he refuses to come back here, which 
I don't blame him. But, you know, he's not 
married, he's doing himself - okay. 

Now, Lynn Yamamoto, after high school like 
I said, went to Riverside, graduated UC 
Riverside, then she was accepted Washington 


University, St. Louis, [Missouri] Dental @chool. 


Then she graduated dental school and then she 
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dency in general dentistry. My understanding is 
this, you have to be top one-third to go take 
residency. She must have had the grade--I 
usually don't ask my children what grade they 
have--I leave them alone. I never ask them, as 
a matter of fact, my first question, "You sure 
you have grade to go to dental school?" That 
time it was very difficult to go to dental 
school. She must have the grade because she was 
accepted. 

What degree did she earn in her pre-dental? 

She was a biology major. I think. Then after 
finish a year of residency in one of the 
university there, then return Sacramento for 
practice. She's practicing in Roseville. She 
bought practice from the dentist who retired 
from the practice and she has a rather 
enjoyable, busy practice. She lives in 
Sacramento, she bought a home close by there, 
but practice in Roseville, and she is enjoying 
all kinds of activities. Dancing, Kayaking now, 


and also, now she is also doing scuba diver. 


She has so many interests, she never stay home. 
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My tast,. one is” Akira. After finish 
Kennedy High School, he went to University of 
California, Santa Cruz. He graduated as a 
geology major. Then after that, he went to 
graduate school at the University of Chicago-- 
that's where my medical school is--but he did 
not go because of my influence, he chose school 
by himself. Anyway, he graduated with a Masters 
Degree in sociology. Then, shortly after that, 
he got accepted internship in Congressman from 
Berkeley - what's his name - a Black Congressman 
Delius. DB Lh UM ss: 
That's right. Then he was taking internship 
under him--he was very enjoying--he made lots of 
friends. About a month and a half after he went 
to Washington D.C. [District of Columbia], one 
evening he was coming home and walking the 
street, drunk driver run him over against the 
stop light. He was unconscious, and my 
understanding is that he was bleeding all over. 


Neighbor, fortunately, recognized hin, 


immediately went down to help and took him to 
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the emergency room in Washington D.C., and he 
was operated on. Fortunately, he survived. 

You mentioned somebody was drunk and 
unconscious, was that the driver of the car, or 
was that . 


The driver7ot the’ car was drunk. 


Of, Nei was “still alive. The driver was. not 
injured. 
No, not injured at all. My son was walking on 


the street when he was hit by the car. 

But your son wasn't drunk. 

No, no! He never drink. 

No, he was not drunk. 

My son never drinks. All of my children never 
drink since: my waite and 1 do not drink. The 
driver drunk, and run over the pedestrian 
against the red light. Anyway, I got the phone 
call midnight--=-accident. (AS a matter of fact; 
I talked to him two days ago. He told me that 
everything was fine. So I said, "Are you sure 
there is no mistake?" "Yes, no mistake." As a 


matter of fact, later on my son told me they did 


every test [Inaudible] Aid, dope, alcohol 
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levels. Everything they did because they had no 
idea who he is. He was unconscious. Then two 
hours later he woke up, and became conscious. 


He told them that my father is a doctor, please 


contact im. I was contacted. Then he was 
Operated on, About. four or Live dave: fater. 1 
brought him back home in a cast. We had hard 


time to put him into the airplane because of 


cast on his body. But the airline was very 
cooperative and treated him very well. Then 
after return here, he had three operations. His 


left knee was completely broken. At present and 
one of thevwrestriction is that he cannot run. TI 


forgot to mention that ever since he was in high 


school he is a jogger. He jogs everyday five to 
seven miles. Even Chicago in the mid-cold 
winter, he jogged every day. He is a jogger, 


very well trained, disciplined, but he cannot 
run anymore. Because of this accident, while he 
was recuperating and ambulating, he used to ride 
a bicycle about six hours a day every day to 


train himself. And then he decided to go back 


to university. Fortunately, he got accepted. 
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He went to University of Chicago Graduate School 
[there are two universities - one I graduate is 
University of Chicago Med School]. And 
ironically, he wanted to apply the scholarship. 
As you Know, doctor's son usually never gets 
scholarship. But he anyway applied for 
scholarship. It's amazing to find that he got 
accepted to university for the full scholarship. 
Which university was this? 


One of the university in Minnesota and second 


was University of Chicago. And apparently, this 
was an academic scholarship. Not a financial 
aid. But never asked me what the father do. So 


he got the three years for the full tuition plus 
living expense $9,000 per year. So he is still 
going to university in scholarship. He is about 
two-thirds... . he said his last general 
examination to be done next month. He has 
tremendous determination. 

So, is he in the Ph.D. program to pursue 
government, political science? 


No. Sociology. 50 he probebily,., soczology “Eielad 


is limited, inethe future he probably “end up in 
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teaching. But he never smoke, of course he 
never involved in any kind of drug things, he is 
a very determined and he is very good student. 
Isn*t that interesting. The children have all 
done a variety of things. 

Tl weually don’t dictate to my children. i leave 


them alone, if they ask my advice, I give to 


them. I'm fortunate all my children are good 
person, they never involved in bad habit. Then, 
they are not spender either. As a matter of 


fact, every time my wife go to Burbank to see 
the daughter, she wears an old ten years 
clothes, my wife gets so upset. Let's go buy, 
so my wife buys clothes. She doesn't spend, but 
I help them and they appreciate, they not waste 
money. But that's the way I taught my children. 
What did you say to them? 

You don't have to say anything but can do it in 
action. ~i»don"t emoke, I ‘don?t: drink. Tvdan't 
waste things. This is one example where the 
parents teach them, you know, child--the 


kids--learn from parents. 


It's like setting examples by being role models. 
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Yes--one of the things is this--when they are in 
grade school .. .I assigned them for the 
cancer project because I have been Board of 
Director of Cancer Society, long duration. I 
used to get material for smoking, material for 
the cancer, they are assigned purposely so they 
know the effect of the smoking. So ene: of our 
children ever smoked. 

OK--we talked about you a lot--we talked about 
your four chuldren, ~Can*vyou- tell us iow 

Mrs. Yamamoto fits into the scheme of things 
here. 

Yes, she is a very conscientious mother and she 
always worry about the children, and when they 
are growing, early childhood, she spends all the 
time with the children. We do not go out too 
much with the babysitter. She even go out with 
the babysitter, she still worry about the 
children. And so she devoted all her life to 
the care of the children. When the children 
grew up, and we always troubled with the 


children. We took the children to the. 


we took a trip to Mexico. I remember our 
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children were still grade school. Easy for me 
to get babysitter, cheaper for me to get a 
babysitter than take the kids to trips. I like 
to take the kids with us so took them to 

Mexico City {Méexico!) all together, and from the 
Mexico City we went to Tasco and, from Tasco to 
Acapulco. As you Know, Tasco is a mountain 
city. No airplane was there so you cannot fly 
to Acapulco so I rented a private person to 
drive us because we had the small children, we 
could spend all day driving, they enjoyed the 
Trp: I remember on the way back, there is a 
four to five hours time to wait from Los Angeles 
to Sacramento. Since we were in Mexico, we 
haven't had a good steak, I told the kids let's 
have eat steak. So taxi driver to get me a good 
steakhouse. He took us to a big hotel. Hotel 
bellboy said, "Are you sure you want to go to 
the restaurant - why don't you go to the coffee 
House) With the sia kids  withavour” "Yes, 12 
want the steakhouse!" Then we enjoyed the 


steak. [Laughter, Chuckles] You know, most of 


kids don't go there. Then we took all children 
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to Canada. We have an island in Canada, and we 
used to go there frequently - took all the kids 
to Canada together. And they also they are 
still in the high school age, my oldest one in 
high school, took all the wthildren to Japan 
hour. Also Wenk to Hawai. . wcew DTe"*S me 
philosophy you have to take the kids to take 
trip to teach them what's how to behave. so our 
children is well traveled so they Know what's 
going on. In their high school time, one friend 
of mine, a school teacher, his hobby is take the 
students to Europe, including Soviet Union. All 
our children went three months summer vacation 
time. Again, they are well traveled. So, I try 
to give them balanced education. And again, my 
wife feel, too. Our primary important thing is 
raise the children normally. My wife never 
missed breakfast when the children go to school. 


You hear so much about kids go to school without 


breakfast because mother is not cooking. My 
wife never missed breakfast. Even though I go 
to the hospital, she always make breakfast. So 


she was a good mother to the children and she 
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still protect them. Of course every mother 
protects the children. But she never dictate to 
the children either. Give them the freedom, she 


advises them, but only if ask her advice, but 
she is not over-protective. And like most high 
school student wants a car. We never bought a 
car for the children. Our children never ask to 
have a car. Even when in university. 

My wife liked opera, we used to go quite often 
to see opera, I used to drive her to 

San Francisco to see. She likes opera, concerts 
and of course, she used to do ikebana before. 
When our children were in Alice Birney grade 
school [Alice Birney Elementary School], my wife 
was PTA (Parent-Teacher Association) president, 
and people told me that she was one of the best 
president they had. She was very active in 
school activity, and very active in Girl Scouts. 
She did her “share of all the civic duty. And 
now, after the kids finish college, she decided 
to continue where she left off, including 


apparently, when she was evacuated from 


California to Tulelake, during time of the war, 
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she was going to City College [Sacramento City 
College]. Then after kids gone, she decided to 
go back to City College. Fortunately, they have 
all records kept in college from that time. So 
azter that, she LTinished ‘City Collede,. then: she 
enrolled Co, the. University cf California. 
sacramento. She is going the last two years. 
She is primary majoring in humanities. She 
enjoys studying, she takes one course at a time. 
She study subject thoroughly, not just to get 
"A," but importantly she masters, she enjoys the 
studies... During this school’yvyear, I got. ne 
place to go. i cant oo any place, she 4s 
studying like mad. {Laughter ] 

Now, it's your turn to cook and clean. 

Yes. It*'s one of the consolation, she got no 
time to spend the money. No time to buy. 
[Laughter] 

That‘s good! .You-‘said University of California, 
Sacramento. Do you mean University of 


California, Davis or California State? 


California State University, Sacramento. 
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Cal State. Sacramento. OK. All right. Sounds 
like you have a wonderful family, anda 
wonderful household. Terrific!! Any 
grandchildren yet? 

No; unfortunately, only one married: I don’t 
think we are going to have, but what can you do? 
Just wait - soon enough. 

Anything about Japan or anything? 

Yes, do you want to add anything? Do you want 
to talk about your brothers and sisters? 

You know, one of the things, regret my mind is 
that I did not see my mother as I said before. 
Reasons this.) a.) s 

She knew first before. . ... Explain a 1ittle 
bit about the kibei experience is. The basic 
philosophy about how you were born here, but you 
went back to Japan, and you came back. A lot of 
kibeis have. . 

T'm a. . . . most people born here, then go back 
to there, one of the parents go back, usually 
school year. So they expose to American life 


already, they speak English some extent. In my 


case, even though I am kibei, but it is name 
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only. I was born in USA, but return to Japan as 
a baby so actually, United States is a new 
country to me. So my background, even though I 
was born here, my background and my philosophy 
is like Japanese issei who came to 

United States. My philosophy is entirely 
different than most Japanese Americans. And so 
that is the reason why I think even though I am 
kibei, I am basically issei. Now, let's uh - as 
you know Japanese families, especially middle 
class family like mine, I was an only son, and 
also oldest son, my obligation is take over my 
family. Family tradition which even though 
small scale, but family landowner is my family 
tradition. My grandfather want me to come back 
which I have to go back, as a matter of fact, 
some of the land was changed to my name to 
insure me to come back to Japan. io POUNG..CuT 
this from my sister after the war. Anyway, as 
Japanese woman who is my mother, as only son to 
the foreign country, strange places, you don't 


know what's going to happen in the future, is 


tremendous courage to--I asked my mother--still 
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remember when I asked my mother, "Do you think I 
can go to United States?" she told me, “Yes." 
That's the only thing I still remember, my 
mother's face. Occasionally, my tears come out 
when I think about her. Only mother who let 
only son go to USA and never a chance to see it. 
That. 2s°.0one: thing 7] rust regret. that “1 could not 
see my mother. 

When you say you didn't get to see her again, 
you were here seventeen, you went to medical 
school. 

Yes, medical school. Then become successful 
person, mother never got a chance to see her 
only sons 

Because the war intervened. So you were locked 
into the United States because of the war, there 
was no way of going back. 

Ana vou see, if vyougo. to foreign country; 
basically, you are a lost person. 

What does that mean? 


Sorry about that - when I think about my 


mother always tears come back. 
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Oh, I think that's one of the benefits of doing 
an Oral History Project. 

VOUCStIiA1 Ceang on? 

Still going = Keep talking. 

Dike. 1 saiavpefore, 1iamy. mother ssid; "Don't 


go." I never came to United States. My mother 
said, "Yes, I want you to go." She has a 
tremendous trust in me. This is the thing that 
dearly upset me, that I had no chance to tell my 
mother "Thanks." She had the courage, the 
trust, and trusted me. That's the reason why I 
always knew I would be a successful man. 

Because all I can think about is my mother. 

You had the inspiration and guidance. 

Ths 2s thes thing, again, i*m fortunate that I 
come from the family which never deprived of 
anything. My mother already loved me, and these 
things I'm finding out from my sister. My 
Sister said, you know, mother always talk about 
me all the time. I have two sisters, they both 


became school teachers, and of course, during 


the war time, my oldest sister, both actually 


younger than I am, supposed to take over my 
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YAMAMOTO: family if I don't come back. She had to get 
married to the man because after all, in Japan 
after certain age, they have to get married. 


Then my younger sister took over the family, and 


married; and took a; they cabl "muko.” as a 
husband. It's a man have to come into my house 
and change his name, become Yamamoto family. So 


my younger sister took over, [Inaudible]. The 
time I left Japan, my younger sister in grade 
school. Of course, she doesn't remember me that 
nich, except that 7 was a nastybrother. That’*s 
about the extent. But anyway, you know, both my 
sisters still miss me quite a bit - I am still 
corresponding. My younger sister had two 
daughters. Again, have to get man to come into 


the house and my niece had to get muko. 


[Muko - groom] 
[Yoshi - a man who comes into the woman's house] 
[Yooshi - to take over the name and family] 


[End Tape 2, Side B] 


[Begin Tape 3, 
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Side A] 


We are currently discussing his family 


relationships in Japan. His two sisters who are 
remaining. We just got through a very 
sentimental discussion regarding his mother. He 


was at the point of describing “yoshi" and 


"muko". Please continue 
Ah - “yoshi” family adopt the person. Most 


cases, adoption takes place [Inaudible] younger 
children so that person can take over the own 
name. So "yoshi" usually come from the 
children--most cases come from the either 
sister's children--niece or nephew got adopted 
as "yoshi". Then, they take over the family. 
"Muko" means, after they get married, husband 
lives into wife's house and lose his name. 
"tens. Mpually for the: children. “"Muko" refer 
to the marriage--time of the marriage--marry, 
lose his identity and abandons own name and 
adopts wife's name. In my case, my sister's 


husband lost his identity and took over Yamamoto 


name. One reason why they do this is that they 
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cannot make much property or fortune in the life 
time so usually come from lower families to the 
higher family. My family is higher than my 
Sister's husband's side. So when my mother and 
father died, naturally, he became the head of 
the family, so he had to wait until my father 
and mother died. So that he is waiting to 
inherit the fortune when the father-in-law died. 
That is the "muko". 

Is that the tradition of carrying on the 
Yamamoto name? 


Yes, that's right. Now days, they usually have 


to get married--adopted--he is treated as if 


they are own fanily. ao Phts) not rigid.as It 
used to be. So now in my case. 
Unfortunately, my sister has to get a "yoshi", I 


mean a "muko" and my niece has to get a "muko", 
so two generations. Now fortunately, they have 
one son so I think he will take over. And my 
older sister has two children, and one is an 


engineer and he is working in one of the big 


city, he is busy. Daughter--my niece--she 
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graduated university, with majoring in English. 
Now she teaches little children English. 

Can you tell me their names. 

My older sister's name is Tamavye, and the last 
name is Yamaoka, and my younger sister's name 
is Ruriko Yamamoto. They are three years apart. 
One older sister is three years younger than I 
am, the other one three years younger than 

she is. 

So they don't have to follow a certain tradition 
to become the “muko" - the younger sister has 
her husband who become the "muko", or the older 
sister didn't have to do that? 

No, no. 

They just have to agree between the two of them 
WHO  WOULE: DE i. Vs 

If I decided to return to Japan, then I take 
over family as Yamamoto. Then it is awkward if 
my Older sister decided to take "muko" and 
decided to remain in house. So that's why my 
older sister went as a bride to the other 


family... That*s why. 


Oh, I see. 
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So--the parent--my younger sister is marrying 
age realize I probably won't come back. So 
then, middle of war time, even there was rumor 
that I was killed in USA. 

Oh I see, so matter of timing? 

Yes, timing. “So 1f they knew I won*t come ‘back, 
my Older sister will take over. The war ended, 
1. SE So they know by that time you see, I 
was corresponding with my family. See, during 
the war time you are allowed to send the message 
from the Swiss Embassy. So I wrote several 


postcards and letter 


Side A] 


Side B] 


Oh, we started a new tape... 
I send the message to my parents that I am 
alive, don't worry about me. That's all that 
you are allowed to send. But my parents never 
got the letters. I sent several letters during 
the war. So they had no idea whether I am alive 
or dead. So that is the reason why they had a 


little problem there. But, anyway, I am the 


older brother who usually help and advises all 
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life. I was never able to do this since I live 
in USA. But fortunately, she asked my advice 
and I usually go home every four to five years 
to make sure everything is all right. Ah--I did 
not know this but my parents died, I found out 
that the house was under my name. So several 
years ago, aS a matter of fact, one day my 
sister's daughter got married. How come house 
under your brother's name in the United States. 
So, lots of time you see often brother comes 
home from foreign country to take over the 
family in his name. Trying to explain to my 
niece's husband silly that why house was under 
my name. My brother-in-law, Genichi Yamaoka, 
went to his house and explained regarding my 
Status:.in: USA... Hé told the family that I am 
successful doctor so I don't need any property 
from Japan. Yamaoka went down talk to them that 
you trust me now, he is successful man, so don't 
worry about that. So that's why they settled 
the differences. Last time I went back to Japan 


with my wife, about five years ago, I wanted to 


change the name of my house to my sister's name, 
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so I went to City Hall. City Hall said my name, 
according to them, was deceased. Amazing! Pe 
was due to the fact I was missing in war time. 
On?’ Thal.s- amazing. 

So LT triecd-te- explain 2o0-him. » Also. te official 
in City Hall and my sister explained that I am 
her brother, and healthy and alive. But 
according record, that I was declared to be 
"dead". 

As Mark Twain said, "Rumors of my death are 
premature." 

so they told me that I have to go back to 
United States, go to the Consulate in 

san Francisco for certificate in regarding who I 
am. It took me six months to go through 
arrangement. Finally, I gave house to my 
Sister's name so it was settled. 

How shocking to go back there and find out that 
you passed away. 

Well, don't you think we should finish the-- 
conversation. [Chuckle] 


Let's see, you also. .. .« there was another 


little story that was rather sentimental that 
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NAMBA OTSUJI I'd like you to share, and that was how your 
mother remembered you in your absence during the 
war when you were out of contact with her 
because of government regulations. 

YAMAMOTO: Well, I guess I said before, my mother had a 
tremendous faith for me, trusted me, so she 
knows I won't be killed. She always believed 
this, she knows I'm alive and safe. She 
believed that in Japanese system, every day she 


made my tray to serve food as if she's talking 


to me. She did this every day during the war 
time. She tried to serve food daily. 
NAMBA OTSUJI: Oh, she set a place for you at the table? 
YAMAMOTO: Yes, that's right. After the war, soon as I was 


able to correspond, you Know, I send letter to 
my mother, and she was so pleased! She was 
appreciative to hear from me. 

NAMBA OTSUJI: I think what is so inspiring is that she had 


faith that you were still alive in spite of all 


the reports. 
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YAMAMOTO: yes, I'm pretty sure. SO tl VeoUulerenot 06 
anything else except for study--succeed my--so I 
know I be successful. 

NAMBA OTSUJI: How about your father? How do you feel about 
your father? 

YAMAMOTO: Father is--ah--he is very bright man, but 
Japanese people around that age--smokKe and 


aqrink. [Chuckle] 


NAMBA OTSUJI: He still do as I understand. 
YAMAMOTO: And, ah - my mother like I said, died early, but 
my father lived a long time. I saw three times, 


after the war and he died, around eighty-six 
years of age or so. According to my sister, he 
fell down and just gave up. He said, “Don't 
take me to the doctor, I'm not interesting." 
But he just stayed in bed for about month or so 
before he died. 

NAMBA OTSUJI: Is that the usual Japanese way of handling 
aging--they just accept it when they are ready 
to go--they just give up? 

YAMAMOTO: Yes, at that old time. But now days, family 


send old people to nursing home like USA. My 


wife's high school friend, went back to Japan 
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with parents. Then she married to the professor 
and she has own mother, mother-in-law. She took 
care of them all in the home. I guess she died 
in the home. I guess they still like to prefer 
to die possibly in the home. 
i think that 2s. one ofethe “things about’ the 
Japanese that Americans often admire is that 
they take care of the elderly. 
Longstanding family tradition makes that a duty 
of children. Children take good care of old 
people at home. 
Very nice. Okay. Now we have come to the 
report where we can select another topic again. 
Why don't we finish already 
LowWdS. 3. S24) MY NOCes were; Let's see did you, 
unusual job experience. I think we covered that 
This is American Family section, Marriage 
and Family. So we touched on that little bit 
earlier. Did you tell me how you met your wife? 
Tell me about where she was during the war, 
pre-war and then camp [Internment Camp]. 


My wife was born in Sacramento. After she 


finished McClatchy High School [C. K. McClatchy 
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Senior High School, Sacramento, California], 
parents sent her to Japanese school in Tokyo. 
This is basically finishing school, Christian 
school. She went to Japan primarily to study 
Japanese history, Japanese language. And 


apparently, middle class people who can afford 


to send their daughter to Japan. She was there 
two years at the Keisen Gakuen. After the 


finishing school, they have the foreign 
department there. That is the reason, my 
understanding, just for United States and 
Brazil's well-to-do family send the daughter to 
Japan to educate. She was there two years, so 
that's where she learned the Japanese language, 
history, ikebana, all the other persons should 
do. And the war . 

What was her maiden name? 

Maiden name is Miyasaki. 


What was her mother and father's name? 


Oh, mother's name is Tanaka. Father's name is 
Juro Mivyasaki. Juro means second son in the 


family. So he had to get out of the country 


because he is the second son. 
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Oh, I see. 

Okay? 

And they did grow up in Sacramento? Miyasaki's. 
Not the parents. Parents come from Japan. 

But they were isseis in Sacramento. They 
settled in Sacramento? 

Ah, jst Ga minute, “You see, her tather- ert 
Japan after high school and migrated to USA. He 
made little money then called wife from Japan. 
Uh hmmmm - picture bride? 

That's what the Ai Miyvasaki, and the maiden 
name, Ai Tanaka. Then that time even 


United States, not too many women went to high 


school. That time, as a woman went to high 
school is a very well-to-do family. She 
graduated high school in Japan. She was a 


well-educated woman, and according to my wife, 
she came to United States and husband was 
working as a cook in Reno. 

So do you think these picture brides were fooled 
into coming to the United States? 


Yes, that's the only way. 


They were promised money and 
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Yes, she met lots of prostitutes. She was so 
discouraged. You know, that's all they had, 
lots of single men. Remember the movie that 
just came out for the Chinese women 

No, I have not seen that. 

That was the same way. She was sent here as a 
prostitute... Okay? From China. So that*s the 
same system .. . in Japanese community in USA. 
There's lots of prostitute. Her mother was so 
discouraged when she found out regarding 
prostitutes. 

sounds like from what I hear that so many women, 
issei women, were from well-to-do families or 
from very nice families. 

Thats soe) She only Ras one brother... According 
to my wife, her mother already had one daughter 
and family was living in Reno. But she decided 
to return to Japan. On the way back, she 
stopped in Sacramento and she visited one of 
friends from Japan. Her friend was living in 
West Sacramento as farmer. They are still 


corresponding. They are living in San Diego. 


The mother is close to hundred and still living. 
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Japanese family? 

Japanese family. 

Hmmmm 

Name is Owashi. They Know each other from same 
ares. So she Gaid, “Why. don"t you stop in?” 
Then introduce to Christianity. Before that 
they were in Buddhism. She introduced to 
Christianity, so called “bold Christians." Then 
for about a good part of the American system, 
remember, they are living in the Japanese 
community. They have no communication. They 
introduced to the minister, and began to develop 
faith. Then instead of going back, meantime 
husband just joined her here. So the husband, I 
understand, had a very big restaurant close to 
Southern Pacific Depot before the war in 
Sacramento. So anyway, mother taught Japanese 
school because she had education. She was a 
very distinguished woman. People respected her 
like she was a pastor in Japanese church. She 
was the spokesman. They all respected her. 


Isn't that very unusual for a Japanese lady? To 


be a leader? 
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YAMAMOTO: Yes, that's right. That's because she was 
educated and so, she never worked. Onivy thing, 
she taught Japanese high school. My wife has 
two sisters, one brother, and she is in the 
middle, and again, all successful people. Asa 
Matter, of Tact, oldest: daughter 1s married to a 
dentist, and another sister married the manager 
of 3M Conpany in Minneapolis. Of ‘course, the 
youngest son is a dentist, and people used to 
ask her how to get all three daughters married 
to good people. She has a very high nose 


[Chuckle] pride, okay? She did very well. 


NAMBA OTSUJI: Very well - very successful. 
YAMAMOTO: I met my wife - married in Chicago, then I sent 
a moving picture to Japan. Of course, 


immediately my family wanted to know where they 
are from. I got address from my mother-in-law, 
send them address. At that time, remember, 
there are no airplanes, even in United States. 
Immediately, my mother sent the brother to my 
wife's home--immediately went to Kyushu. 


Kyushu from my place is about overnight train 


trip. Immediately investigated my wife's 
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family. So remember, Japanese system, you must 
come from respectable family. That is the most 
important thing. 

So you have to match your status with your 
future spouses? 

So they found out their family is a nice family, 
mother went to high school. 

Oh, you got the approval. {[Chuckle, Chuckle] 
Another thing, first time I went back to Japan, 
My sister told me about thirty candidates to be 
my wife. [Chuckles] From the pictures my 
Sister told me, fat like pigs 

[Loud Laughters]. Japanese systems - okay? 
Before the war, we have lots of 

tuberculosis (TB). As a matter of fact, my 
mother's side, my uncle had TB. And my father's 
youngest brother had TB. Tuberculosis in Japan, 
they thought it was inherited in the family. If 
any family have tuberculosis, then they don't 
get married. So you have to prove that you have 


no tuberculosis. So heavy fat one supposed to 


be healthy in Japanese system. 
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I'll be darned! So it's a compliment to say 
that. you're fat as a pig! 

Tigao S2ricnt!. Ghat is. a compliment. I remember 
when uncle, my father's youngest brother, was 
Principal oL high-school ....AiS wite.was a” very 
pretty woman, I used to go visit them. As a 
matter of fact, my uncle went as a “muko" to 
take over. They had no son. But they already 
had one child. Then family found out my uncle 


had tuberculosis. My grandmother stated, "I got 


to go get my son home." She wanted me to 
accompany, my grandmother. She wanted me as 
company. My grandmother was strong woman. Took 


me aS a, you know, to keep me company. 
Literally, took my uncle out from house before 
she - it's more or less, a disgrace to the 
family. Then she states that she going to take 
son home. Brought him back, then she built a 
house in the back, took care of him until he 
died. My grandmother took care of him for four 
or five years. That's the way he was treated. 


Then, when he died, my grandparents burned all 


belongings to prevent contact. But I used to 
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see him, fortunately, I never got tuberculosis. 
But my mother used to say be sure "Be careful." 


BOE as long as yourdon-t cough, vou dont get 


the disease. But this is the way they used to 
treat them. -Okay?" -I ‘tell ..vyou,, tuberculosis 
before the war means ano, no. The family won't 


associate you. 

Do you think that was true in the United States 
too? 

I don't think we have that much disease in the 
United States. Of course, remember, Japan is a 
very close community, then intermarriage is so 
Great. <C00 . But I don't think we have that many 
in the United States tuberculosis. When my wife 
was in Japan and went to Keisen Jogakuen, there 
were classmates who contacted active 
tuberculosis. She was one of close friend of my 
Wite, Gied an Chicago. ‘Then. according to .my 
wife, the cook had active tuberculosis. 
Remember, no chest x-ray at that time. So 


tuberculosis, most dreaded disease before the 


war in Japan. Yes! 
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How does the Japanese family regard other kinds 
of inherited diseases? 

Well, venereal disease in Japan was not taboo 
for the  wost part. As a matter of fact. 
remember, open prostitution is accepted in 
Japan. We had a--I used to see as a kid--the 
Sign of, you-know, prostitution. sign right in 
front. of me. . Then; man going in there. Then we 
used to see this one. Then of course, they said 
the prostitutes washed their penis all over the 
place, okay? Then after that, they washed you 
agai. Godonte know if 2b *s trie-or nets But. 
anyway, that is my understanding. 

So respectable men went into these 
establishments? 

Then, in Japan wife accept that. It is usual 
custom in Japan. 

is that se, very old tradition? Is that an 
ancient tradition? 

Yes! And then you see, apparently they say 
public health doctors examine the prostitutes 


every ‘week. (Doe@tons iter] the story, but I 


aon’: know: 
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Then, or now? 

Right now, To prostitution: 

Isn't this not legalized? 

Oh no, no, no, not after the war. MacArthur 
[General Douglas MacArthur] stopped that. 

Oh, I see. OKay. 

Just talking before the war. Then the man, 
nusband; GO to that Eind of. thing. ~ Hiswitfe 
apparently accept that. It's just one of these 
things. 

So the venereal disease was no problem? 

Not that much! Not much! There is no 

Open prostitution there, clean activity 

already protected, I don't know. I can't tell 
you but 

But there was still no treatment available even 
rN 

NO Lreatent To Chan. “but 2 whink. it's. vou 
know, argue that kind of thing what [Inaudible] 
Venereal disease is not taboo. But mental 


disease is really tragic. Like one instance, my 


neighbor, you see, like I said before, three 
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houses on the entire property in our community 


How about another two minutes? 
Okay. Yamamoto family is in middle of three 
rich families. One of our neighbor, there is a 
son, she will occasionally look over the fence. 
She's about teen age. They ask my mother, "Who 
tInaudibie! crazy?" “Oh, *she's. one “of the 
mentally disabled child." Family protected 
them, never sent outside. Nobody should know 
about this. Mental sickness like something the 
kids have, family children to them is a taboo, 
disgrace to the family. 
So could the other children without this 
disability, could they get married? 
Oh ves! Oh yes! There is no problem at all. 
Oh, that was no problem to marry back and forth. 
But, just hide the kid. Never went outside. 
Only thing I used to see in the garden from the 
fence. . It*s realiy tragic. about the kid of ‘the, 
you know, disabled people. And the Japanese 


have a tremendous guilt feeling. Also, shame to 


have a family 1ike that to hide from the public. 
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NAMBA OTSUJI: How do they explain that. Who do they blame? 

YAMAMOTO: I think the parents. 

NAMBA OTSUJI: The parents. The parents did something bad. 

YAMAMOTO: Yes, that's 

[End Tape 3, Side B] 

[Begin Tape 4, Side A] 

NAMBA OTSUJL: Dr. Yamamoto is going to share some 
superstitions that he heard when he was growing 
up as a child in Japan. 

YAMAMOTO: Regarding superstition, I remember one of the 
instance regarding my grandmother. In Japan, 
people have many religions in one family. In 
our house we had three. She has one of these 
reiggion. <f Lorgot the name or that: religion: 
They used to beat drum. Anyway, everytime the 
wind blow and my ancestors room has a small tomb 
there, my grandmother would say, "Oh, his [so 
and so's soul] my uncle, great mother, great 
father, his soul coming back, we must 
celebrate." So immediately, start cooking 
stuff. I know as a kid, wind blew, the small 


tomb fell down, but, to my grandmother it's the 


soul of the ancestor came back to visit us. 
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Now, what did she have standing up that blew 
over? A statuette? 

What do call that, you know, small, like ah, I 
don't Know how you call in English. 

What is it in Japanese? 

IThai-san we call that. That is one of the 
small, like the name put down, like name plate. 
As you know, Buddhist name, after you die, you 
have a Buddhist name. And that is put down on a 
small plate or use a wooden plate. Then that's 
to the living people, that is the soul of 

this person. 

Oh, SO in your obutsudan;1s) that where it would 
stand? So you would have a Buddhist name for 
each person. Each of your ancestor? If number 
one blew over then that is the person that is 
coming back to visit. 

My grandmother thinks the soul came back. 

Do you practice that here? 

HO 0% 

Ir Chink that if a wonceriui: theught. 


Then, [Chuckles] another time, ah, as you know, 


we have lots of meteorites in Japan. When the 
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meteorites flew night time, my grandfather and 
grandmother said, "Soul of ancestor is coming 
back from heaven to visit us again, we should 
take care of our ancestors." To them, they 
really believe that you know, the soul comes 

to Wasi. 

Do you think that has something to do with the 
Shinto belief? Shinto tends to focus on the 
natural element--wind, fire, rain. 

Yes, Dnitemoere than that. a ennk: Bpsuto;,, OL 
course, you Know, believe that we go to heaven. 
Shinto treasure the sun. But I think Buddhism 
more different. Buddhist teach you if you don't 
behave, then you go to hell. LT ou are good to 
the people, you go to heaven. Hell--heaven. 
This is the thing Buddhism have. Shinto doesn't 
have that. All go to heaven. 

It seems that both religion are easy to merge 

in Japanese thought. They don't overlap. They 
are complementary. 

Most of family in Japan, people accept both 


Shinto and Buddhism in one family. One side of 


house worships Shinto and another half of house 
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they keep Buddhism. They go to hand in hand. 
People get marry in Shinto, but when they die, 
they go to Buddhist temple. So Shinto is happy 
occasion and Buddhism is sad occasion like 


death. 
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When I look back my life for last seventy years, 
I feel I'm extremely fortunate every part of the 
life. Became everything became favor for my 
future. For instance, start from the-- 

[Number One] I was fortunate to be raised 
in the family without any poverty, my parents 
gave me everything I needed. I was brought up 
in a middle class family with a good education. 

Number Two: I was fortunate that I had a 
strong and good mother who believed me, trusted 
me, and my success. 

Number Three: If I did not come to 
United States, I would have been drafted to the 
Japanese Army. As I said before, my regiment 


from my area invaded MacArthur in the 


Philippines. Casualty in the battle was 
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tremendous. My understanding is that close to 
one-third of my classmates was killed. You 
remember that Japanese army system, 

Second Lieutenant, which I will be if drafted, 
go to the battle forward, he is the first one to 
get killed. In the battlefield, Second 
Lieutenant guides soldiers so he was the first 
one to be killed. So, I am fortunate I wasn't 
one of them. 

Number Four: Again, in retrospect I was 
fortunate to be drafted US [United States] army. 
Then I was taught value of human life and value 
of the doctor to save people. Without army 
life, I don't think I never expose to the value 
and pride (of doctor's Jafre. 

Number Five: I was fortunate that I was 
able to enroll to universities like Ohio State 
and University of Chicago. Again, without army 
bite, and Gil’ Bide, I ecoenid not get. money. tor 
tuition... Without Gi Bill-of Right; I was unable 
to. 60-16 medical school. “As a Navuer of fact, 


most students in my class had a GI Bill of 


Right. They had no backing of the finance from 
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YAMAMOTO: the family. Again, I am very fortunate I had 
the GI Bill of “Right. I had a good education in 


University of Chicago, one of the top university 


in the nation. I am very fortunate to be 
accepted there. After finishing the residency, 
I was able to come to Sacramento to practice. uk 


was fortunate friend found me the place to 
practice in Sacramento. And I am fortunate to 
have a healthy, good wife to help me all these 
years. And again, I am very fortunate four of 
my children is very successful, they are very 
good citizens. I have nothing to regret my 
life, except--thank you to everybody! 

NAMBA OTSUJI: Thank you very much, Dr. Yamamoto. This 
concludes our interview for the Oral History 
Project for the Florin JACL. And on behalf of 
everyone, I'd like to thank you for cooperating. 

YAMAMOTO: Thank you very much, Eileen. I appreciate it. 
I'm sorry it took so much time from your busy 
schedule. Thank you Eileen. 

NAMBA OTSUJI: Well, you have done a wonderful job of 
condensing seventy years of remarkable history. 


Thank you! 


[End Tape 4, Side B] 
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MASAAKI YAMAMOTO FAMILY TREE 


Masaaki Yamamoto=======Fusako Miyasaki 
' 
Kay Ken Lynn 
and 
Antar 
Abderrahon 
First Daughter First Son Second Daughter 


and Husband 


Akira 


Second Son 


